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Giant Lock Box Warns Property Owners: The 90-Day
Permit Clock on Summer Container Deliveries Is

Running Out

August 04, 2026

Middletown, New York - August 04, 2026 -

Giant Lock Box, a family-operated shipping container dealer serving all 50 states from its Middletown, New
York depot, today published new guidance alerting property owners to a deadline most of them don?t know
they?re on: the temporary-use clock that most municipalities attach to shipping containers. The majority of
towns that allow storage containers without a full permit cap the stay at 30 to 90 days ? which means a
container delivered for a June project is reaching the far end of that window right now, just as code

enforcement departments clear complaint backlogs and run site inspections ahead of the fall permitting rush.

The guidance, Giant Lock Box?s container permit analysis, explains what permit requirements actually turn
on, how the temporary-use clock works in practice, and what a violation costs against the price of simply

getting the permit ? a comparison the company says isn?t close.

Per ContainerOne?s 2026 U.S. zoning guide, whether a container needs a permit comes down to three
variables: the parcel?s zoning classification, the container?s intended use, and whether it sits on a

permanent foundation. Commercial and industrial parcels generally allow containers as accessory storage



with few restrictions. Residential zones carry the friction ? many allow only time-limited temporary placement,
some require administrative permits, and a handful prohibit containers outright except by temporary permit
tied to active construction. A container converted to an office, shop, or living space is treated as a building,
pulling in occupancy and structural review, and a unit placed on footings or connected to utilities is typically

reclassified as permanent the moment it happens.

?This catches a specific kind of buyer ? the one who did everything right on the purchase and nothing at all
on the paperwork,? said a Giant Lock Box spokesperson. ?The container is usually fine. The placement is the
problem. A June delivery is doing useful work through July, the project wraps in August, and the unit is still
sitting there when the inspector comes through in September. The violation isn?t defiance. It?s a removal

nobody put on the calendar.?

The cost math favors compliance decisively. Penalty structures vary ? some ordinances assess a flat $25 per
day, others run $100 to $2,000, and aggressive jurisdictions reach $1,000 daily ? but most accrue by the day,
so an ignored violation compounds. The larger expense is mandatory removal: per OnSite Storage?s 2026
permit guidance, forced removal can run roughly double the original delivery cost, between the unscheduled
truck, the deadline pickup, and the labor to empty a full unit. Against that, a temporary use permit typically
costs $25 to $150, and a simple accessory structure permit comes in under $100 in many jurisdictions. On a
used 20-foot container priced at $1,300 to $2,000 at 2026 market rates, an enforcement-driven relocation

consumes a meaningful share of the purchase.

The guidance also flags two clocks buyers rarely see. Several ordinances count temporary days within a
rolling six-month period rather than a continuous stay, defeating the move-it-off-for-a-weekend reset. And
homeowners association rules operate entirely separately from municipal zoning ? plenty of HOAs prohibit

visible containers regardless of what the town allows, and HOA enforcement is usually faster.

The company?s recommendation is a single phone call made before purchase rather than after the notice:
one question to the zoning office ? ?what applies to a shipping container on this parcel? ? covering
classification, time limits, and setbacks together. Setback requirements, which run from about 5 feet in rural
areas to 25 feet or more in suburban zones and are measured to the property line, are the most common
reason a container lands somewhere other than where the owner pictured it. For temporary placements, the
company advises calendaring the removal the same day the delivery is scheduled, since August through

October is ocean freight peak season and trucking capacity tightens with it.

Giant Lock Box reports that buyers across its New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania markets face the
widest spread of local rules the company sees ? sometimes township to township within a single county ?
and its placement experts work through access, pad, and placement questions by phone before any unit is

dispatched, covering the same ground a zoning office will ask about.



About Giant Lock Box

Giant Lock Box is a family-operated shipping container sales, rental, and modification company
headquartered at 71 Dolson Ave in Middletown, New York. The company sells new and used containers in all
50 states, operates its own tilt-bed delivery fleet across the Northeast, and specializes in precise container
placement on difficult sites. Placement experts are available Monday through Saturday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. ET.
HH#

For more information about Giant LockBox, contact the company here:Giant LockBoxKeith Schmidt(845)

343-0700hello@giantlockbox.comGiantLockBox HQ71 Dolson AveMiddletown, NY 10940

Giant LockBox

Giant LockBox is a family-operated shipping container depot delivering and placing containers where customers need
them, with honest grading, upfront delivery costs, and expert placement support across all 50 states.

Website: https://www.giantlockbox.com/
Email: hello@giantlockbox.com

Phone: (845) 343-0700
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