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ATLANTA, GA - August 11, 2026 - 

Atlanta Accident Lawyers is drawing attention to how Georgia's universal motorcycle helmet law directly

shapes the value of injury claims filed by Atlanta riders, particularly following the 2025 changes to the state's

apportionment framework under Senate Bill 68. Georgia remains one of only 18 states with a universal

helmet law. Under O.C.G.A. § 40-6-315, all motorcycle riders and passengers, regardless of age or

experience, must wear Department of Transportation-certified helmets on public roads.

The safety case for that requirement is well documented. According to NHTSA 2023 data, only 10 percent of

motorcyclists killed in universal helmet law states are unhelmeted, compared with 51 percent in states without

such laws. Georgia crash data from 2022 showed that helmet use lowered motorcycle fatality rates by 40

percent compared with crashes in which riders wore no helmet. The CDC reports that motorcycle helmets

reduce the risk of death by 37 percent and the risk of head injury by 69 percent, making DOT-certified helmet

compliance both a legal obligation and the single most effective safety measure available to Atlanta riders.



Beyond safety, the Atlanta motorcycle accident lawyer notes that helmet compliance carries direct legal

consequences after a crash. When an Atlanta motorcycle accident victim was not wearing a DOT-certified

helmet in violation of O.C.G.A. § 40-6-315, Georgia's modified comparative fault standard allows the at-fault

driver's insurance carrier to argue that the rider's statutory violation contributed to the severity of the injuries.

That system does not automatically bar recovery when another party caused the crash, but it reduces

compensation in proportion to the fault assigned to the rider, making the helmet compliance determination

one of the most consequential early findings in any Atlanta motorcycle accident claim.

Senate Bill 68's modified apportionment framework, effective in April 2025, amplifies that dynamic. Under the

revised framework, a helmet non-compliance argument can be distributed across multiple parties, further

reducing the total compensation available to the rider even when the driver's negligence caused the collision.

The result is that a single helmet determination can compound across an apportionment analysis in ways that

were less pronounced before the change.

"Georgia's universal helmet law is enforced not only by law enforcement but by insurance adjusters, who

treat any helmet violation as an immediate apportionment argument," said a spokesperson for Atlanta

Accident Lawyers. "Under SB 68's modified fault framework, that argument is now more powerful than it was

before April 2025, because fault can be distributed to unnamed parties in ways that compound the reduction.

Establishing helmet compliance is the first legal task after any Atlanta motorcycle crash, not because the

rider's fault is assumed, but because documenting compliance removes the insurer's most reliable opening

argument before negotiations begin."

In response, Atlanta Accident Lawyers connects motorcycle accident victims with attorneys who immediately

establish helmet compliance documentation, including dashcam footage, witness accounts, and hospital

admission records that confirm whether a DOT-certified helmet was worn, before the at-fault driver's

insurance carrier constructs a statutory violation argument. Riders seeking an Atlanta motorcycle accident

lawyer can review these resources through ATL Accident Lawyers Atlanta motorcycle accident lawyer

materials on the firm's website.

Atlanta Accident Lawyers is a network of personal injury law firms representing injured motorcyclists and

other accident victims across the Atlanta metro area and throughout Georgia. The firm handles motorcycle

accident claims, car accidents, truck accidents, rideshare collisions, and pedestrian accidents on a

contingency fee basis, with no upfront costs and a free initial case review available 24 hours a day.
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