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Siam Legal International, a full-service law firm in Thailand, is advising expatriates, foreign workers, and

foreign business owners to review their immigration and compliance status following Thailand's Cabinet

approval in principle of the country's first formal deportation regulation, which establishes a standardized and

significantly faster process for removing foreign nationals from the country.

The new Prime Minister's Office regulation on deportation, endorsed by government officials as part of

Thailand's broader "No Entry, No Stay, No Escape" policy, is designed to close loopholes that previously left

foreign offenders in lengthy detention or able to reoffend while appeals and immigration procedures dragged

on. The measure standardizes deportation procedures and reduces delays when authorities determine that a

foreign national should be removed, with deportation applicable when authorities consider it necessary to

protect public order or public morality across six defined categories covering immigration status violations,

employment violations, business activity violations, document integrity violations, serious criminal conduct,

and facilitation of such offenses.

Under the regulation, the Department of Corrections is required to send foreign prisoners' names,



nationalities, and case files to the Interior Ministry before their scheduled release, allowing deportation orders

to be considered and issued without delay at the point of release rather than after a separate administrative

process. Those subject to a deportation order would normally be sent to their country of nationality. Where

nationality cannot be confirmed, they may be sent to the country where they last resided, or in some cases to

a third country or through an international organization that agrees to receive them, with the individual's

written consent required in that scenario.

The regulation arrives in the context of a significantly more active enforcement environment across multiple

areas of Thai law. Authorities have intensified crackdowns on transnational crime, gray capital networks, and

online scam operations throughout 2025 and 2026, and immigration, work permit, and business violations

now carry a clearer and faster path to deportation on top of any criminal penalties that may apply. The

nominee enforcement campaign that has resulted in prosecutions across Phuket, Koh Samui, Koh Phangan,

Chiang Mai, and Bangkok has demonstrated that authorities are actively cross-referencing immigration

records, business registrations, tax records, and financial transaction data to identify violations across

multiple regulatory frameworks simultaneously.

"Thailand's first formal deportation regulation removes the ambiguity that previously made enforcement slow

and inconsistent," said Rex Baay, Operations Manager at Siam Legal International. "Foreign nationals who

have relied on that ambiguity as a practical buffer are now operating in a materially different environment.

Immigration violations, work permit issues, and business compliance failures that might previously have

resulted in fines or warnings now carry a much clearer path to removal. The time to check your status is

before a problem is identified, not after." A full breakdown of what the new deportation regulation means for

foreign nationals in Thailand is available in Siam Legal's Thailand deportation rules update.

The practical implications for foreign nationals in Thailand are broad. Those working without a valid work

permit or outside its authorized scope, operating businesses through nominee structures, holding expired or

invalid visas, or carrying documentation inconsistencies across their immigration and business records are all

within the categories now subject to the faster deportation framework. Foreign nationals who have completed

criminal sentences in Thailand and were previously able to remain in the country through administrative

delays are specifically addressed by the new pre-release notification requirement, which means deportation

orders can now be prepared and issued at the point of release rather than after a separate and potentially

lengthy process.

Siam Legal recommends that all foreign nationals currently living, working, or operating businesses in

Thailand conduct an immediate review of their visa status, work permit validity, business ownership structure,

and supporting documentation to confirm full compliance before the new regulation's implementation creates

enforcement pressure. Identifying and addressing compliance gaps proactively is significantly less costly than

managing the legal and immigration consequences of a violation identified under the new framework.



Siam Legal International is a full-service law firm with more than 22 years of experience assisting foreign and

local nationals in Thailand, with offices in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya. The firm provides

comprehensive legal support across immigration, business law, criminal defense, property transactions, and

litigation.
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