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AEO Engine has published founder-led guidance on how organizations should interpret Al recommendation
rankings. The framework explains what fixed prompts and repeatable collection can reveal about observed
presence, rank, citations, and share of voice. It also identifies what those measures cannot establish,

including sole causation, permanent market position, or guaranteed future visibility.

The live Answer Index methodology uses fixed and versioned question sets derived from search demand,
clean-session collection across four Al systems, entity resolution, and stored answer corpora. Keeping those
elements stable allows one measurement window to be compared with another without silently changing the

guestions or collection conditions.

Presence records whether a named entity appears under the rules of a defined prompt cohort. Rank records
where that entity appears when an ordered recommendation is available. Citations identify recorded source
references associated with an answer. Share of voice describes the entity's portion of measured visibility
within the comparison set. Each measure answers a narrower question than a general claim about market

leadership.

A ranking can show what a selected Al system returned for a selected question at a selected time. It cannot
prove that a press release, website change, technical update, or other activity caused the result. It also
cannot represent every buyer question, every model version, every location, or every session condition. For
that reason, a methodology should state the prompt set, systems, dates, and classification rules alongside

the result.
"A useful ranking is a dated observation with a visible method, not a prediction dressed as a score. The
standard should be simple: keep the questions stable, preserve the answers, disclose the rules, and separate

what was measured from what is only inferred," said Vijay Jacob, Founder &amp; CEO, AEO Engine.

The distinction is especially relevant for law firms and other high-trust sectors. An organization may appear in



one system and remain absent in another. A source may be cited without the organization receiving the first
recommendation. A high presence rate may coexist with weak ranking positions. Reporting those dimensions

separately gives readers more information than combining them into one unsupported label.

AEO Engine applies the framework by freezing prompt cohorts for scheduled measurement windows and
comparing equivalent observations over time. If a prompt, model, source rule, or entity-matching rule
changes, the company treats the result as a new cohort. That approach supports month-to-month

comparison while preserving the limits of what the data can say.

The methodology also separates visibility measurement from business outcomes. Al presence does not by
itself establish website traffic, enquiries, bookings, revenue, or client value. Those outcomes require their own
sources and reporting windows. When visibility and business measures are discussed together, each should

retain its original definition and evidence.

A monthly comparison can identify movement when the underlying cohort remains stable. It can show that an
entity appeared in more answers, gained ordered positions, or received a larger portion of recorded citations.
It cannot determine why that movement occurred without additional evidence, and it cannot rule out changes

in source availability or model behavior.

Publishing the method allows readers to inspect those limitations instead of relying on an unexplained
composite score. It also gives organizations a repeatable baseline for later review. The purpose is not to turn
one measurement into a permanent label, but to make each observation specific enough to be checked

against the next equivalent window.

AEO Engine is an Al Search agency that provides Answer Engine Optimization, Al SEO, Al visibility
measurement, and digital PR services. Founded in 2018 and formalized as AEO Engine in January 2026, the
company helps organizations improve how they are understood, recommended, and cited across Al systems
and traditional search.
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