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Routine property maintenance and careful attention to changing conditions play a meaningful part in creating

safer environments for visitors, tenants, customers, and other lawful users of property. Identifying potential

hazards before they contribute to harm remains a practical element of responsible property stewardship.

Conditions that develop through weather, wear, temporary spills, or surface deterioration can turn ordinary

spaces into areas of concern when left unaddressed.

Property owners and managers who regularly examine walkways, floors, stairs, and parking areas often

detect issues that might otherwise go unnoticed. Wet or hazardous floors, uneven sidewalks, broken stairs,

broken handrails, icy parking lots, falling merchandise, elevator-related problems, and other dangerous or

hazardous conditions represent circumstances that can affect the safety of those present on the property.

Ongoing observation helps surface these situations so that corrective steps or warnings can be considered in

a timely manner.

When an injury occurs on another person?s property, the condition of the premises can become relevant to

questions of legal responsibility. Premises liability examines the circumstances surrounding such an injury,



including whether the property was maintained in a reasonably safe condition, whether measures were taken

to protect visitors, whether warnings were provided about potential dangers, and whether routine checks for

hazards took place. Michigan law recognizes that the status of the injured person?whether present as a

customer, on public property, or by invitation?can influence the analysis. Liability is not automatic merely

because an injury happened; the evaluation centers on the specific facts of the property conditions and the

response to them.

?Property conditions matter because they form part of the factual record when an injury is examined,? said

Edwin W. Jakeway, Managing Partner at Jakeway Injury Law. ?Understanding how a hazard developed, how

long it may have existed, and what steps were taken or not taken provides essential context for determining

whether the circumstances support a premises liability claim.?

Common property conditions referenced in discussions of premises liability include wet or hazardous floors

that create slip-and-fall risks, uneven sidewalks and broken stairs that present trip hazards, icy parking lots

that form during winter weather, falling merchandise in commercial settings, broken handrails, and elevator

accidents. These examples illustrate how everyday maintenance issues can intersect with questions of

safety. Changing environmental factors?weather, wear and deterioration, temporary spills, or surface

damage?mean that conditions are not static. What appears safe one day may require renewed attention the

next.

?Hazard identification is not a one-time task,? said Craig E. Jakeway, Partner at Jakeway Injury Law.

?Property conditions evolve, and the legal relevance of those conditions is evaluated based on the specific

situation that existed at the time of an injury. Thorough investigation of the scene, witnesses, and

maintenance history helps clarify what occurred.?

The distinction between preventive maintenance practices and the later legal evaluation of an injury remains

important. Routine attention to property hazards supports safer environments and can reduce the likelihood

of incidents. After an injury, the focus shifts to examining whether the property conditions and the owner?s

response to them meet applicable standards. Premises liability therefore connects the practical work of

property maintenance with the factual inquiry that follows when someone is harmed.

?Experience with premises liability matters shows that careful documentation of conditions and timely

response to known hazards contribute both to safety and to a clearer understanding of responsibility,? said

Morgan H. Jakeway, Partner at Jakeway Injury Law. ?The goal is always to understand the full set of

circumstances rather than assume outcomes.?



Jakeway Injury Law, based in Grand Blanc, Michigan, has represented individuals in personal injury matters,

including those involving dangerous property conditions and premises liability, for more than five decades.

Edwin W. Jakeway began practicing law in 1961 and established the firm in 1971. Craig E. Jakeway and

Morgan H. Jakeway joined as partners in 1994. The firm maintains an AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell and

focuses on cases arising from serious injuries, drawing on extensive trial and appellate experience at the

state and federal levels. Its work includes investigation of injury circumstances and client education regarding

the legal principles that govern claims involving property conditions.
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