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DALY CITY, CA - August 25, 2026 - 

Hilldale School has published an online resource for families comparing private schools in Daly City, CA,

covering how to evaluate programs, what to observe during a campus visit, and which questions to raise

during admissions conversations.

The resource compares independent and public options across academic programming, extracurricular

offerings and community involvement, according to the school. Administrators said the material describes

what differs between the two rather than arguing for one, since the appropriate choice depends on a family's

circumstances.

Campus visits receive substantial coverage, according to administrators. They said families frequently tour

without a clear sense of what to look for, and that the material suggests observing how students interact with

teachers, how classroom time is structured, and how a school handles a student who is struggling.

The guide includes questions families can raise during tours and interviews, according to the school.

Administrators said these cover class size, how teachers are supported, how a school communicates with

parents and how it approaches students at different levels within the same classroom.

Families researching private schools in Daly City, CA often begin without a framework for comparison,

according to administrators. They said the questions section was written to give families something concrete

to use across multiple schools rather than relying on impressions from each visit.

Cost and financial aid are addressed in the material, according to the school. Administrators said families

frequently do not know what aid is available or how application timelines work, and that the resource

describes the general process rather than any single school's policies.

Admissions timelines are covered as well, according to administrators. They said application windows,

assessment requirements and notification dates vary between schools, and that families beginning the



process late in a cycle often find fewer options available.

The material describes Hilldale School's own programs in a separate section, according to the school.

Administrators said this was kept distinct from the comparison material so families can use the general

guidance without working through information about one institution.

Technology in classrooms is among the topics covered, according to administrators. They said families ask

frequently about how schools use technology and what limits they place on it, and that approaches vary

considerably between institutions.

The resource addresses fit rather than ranking, according to the school. Administrators said the strongest

match depends on a student's learning style, interests and what a family wants from a school community, and

that the material was written accordingly.

Transportation and daily logistics are covered as well, according to administrators. They said commute

distance and schedule affect a family's experience of a school more than they anticipate during the selection

process, and that these practical factors are worth weighing alongside academic considerations.

The material addresses transferring between schools, according to the school. Administrators said families

sometimes consider a change mid-year or between grade levels, and that the timing and academic

implications differ from applying at a natural entry point.

Sibling considerations receive a section, according to administrators. They said families with more than one

child weigh whether the same school suits each of them, and that this becomes complicated when children

differ in learning style or interests.

The school said the resource is available to families regardless of whether they are considering Hilldale.

According to administrators, the guidance describes how to evaluate any school, and families outside the

immediate area have used it as well.

The school said it plans to update the resource as families raise additional questions. Administrators said

submissions through the website are reviewed alongside questions raised during tours, and that no fixed

schedule has been set for revisions.
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