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As central Virginia homeowners navigate rising regional utility tariffs?an economic trend highlighted in recent
local reporting by The Richmonder?and persistent climate pressures from high summer humidity and
seasonal freeze-thaw cycles, Jacob's Ladder, a home siding company in Richmond, VA, has officially
expanded its residential siding replacement and installation services across the greater Richmond area. The
operational update adds three dedicated field crews and specialized installation equipment to support exterior
renovation projects throughout Henrico, Chesterfield, and Hanover counties. The expansion targets aging
residential housing stock in established suburban communities, including Midlothian, Glen Allen, Short Pump,
Bon Air, and Mechanicsville, where late-twentieth-century cladding systems frequently require building
envelope retrofits. To address these varied architectural and structural demands, the contractor's updated
service lineup formally incorporates CertainTeed Cedar Impressions insulated vinyl siding, James Hardie
HardiePlank® fiber cement systems, and LP SmartSide® engineered wood panels into its core installation

offerings.

The expanded service catalog focuses on building envelope efficiency and material resistance against
regional weather patterns. According to CertainTeed product technical specifications, the insulated vinyl
siding features contoured expanded polystyrene (EPS) rigid foam backing designed to align precisely with the
panel profile, establishing an unbroken exterior insulation layer that yields a thermal resistance rating of up to
R-3.0. When installed over exterior wall framing, this continuous insulation layer mitigates thermal
bridging?the transfer of heat directly through structural wood studs. Building science data indicates that while
continuous exterior insulation improves overall wall assembly R-values, actual household energy impacts
vary depending on individual building age, baseline cavity insulation, air infiltration rates, and overall HVAC
system efficiency. Additionally, James Hardie technical documentation indicates that its fiber cement products
achieve a Class A non-combustible fire rating under ASTM E136 testing standards and feature
factory-applied ColorPlus® acrylic finishes engineered to resist ultraviolet degradation, chalking, and moisture
absorption during humid summer months. For engineered wood applications, LP SmartSide panels utilize
zinc borate preservative treatments and water-resistant resins throughout the composite matrix to provide

impact resistance against severe weather while repelling fungal decay.



To support the product line expansion and enforce installation compliance, field personnel at Jacob's Ladder
hold active industry credentials as Vinyl Siding Institute (VSI) Certified Installers, CertainTeed Master
Craftsmen, and James Hardie Preferred Installers. Installation protocols strictly enforce
moisture-management standards, recognizing that exterior cladding functions as a primary drainage plane
rather than an absolute watertight seal. Assemblies incorporate vapor-permeable weather-resistive barriers
(WRBS) that allow trapped interior moisture vapor to escape while blocking liquid water intrusion, along with
self-adhering flashing membranes at window perimeters and metal Z-flashing above structural wall
penetrations. Prior to mounting new cladding systems, field technicians conduct pre-installation substrate
audits using pinless electronic moisture meters to inspect structural plywood or oriented strand board (OSB)
sheathing for rot, water staining, or structural degradation, ensuring any compromised framing is remediated

before new exterior materials are attached.

Operating since 2012 under Virginia Class A License #2705 100975A, Jacob's Ladder provides residential
and commercial exterior remodeling across central Virginia, including specialized window replacement,
roofing, and structural wall repairs. Operating with over 50 years of combined team experience, the
family-owned contractor backs siding installations with a one-year workmanship warranty and delivers free

on-site project assessments within three business days of request.

Property owners seeking to schedule an on-site property evaluation with a home siding company in
Richmond, VA can visit the official Jacob's Ladder website or contact the customer service department
directly.
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