Timber Acquisition Services Expand in Casey to

Support Landowners
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Trade reports from the U.S. Forest Service indicate that Midwest regional hardwood supply chains continue
to face tight availability, leading forest owners in Central lllinois to reassess long-term timberland
management. To accommodate this rising industrial demand, Thornton Logging expanded its regional field
staff in early 2026 and introduced a dedicated timber appraisal crew covering Clark County and surrounding
rural areas. Led by Harold Thornton, the operation focuses on connecting regional timber owners with

structured valuation processes while maintaining the long-term health and productivity of local forest tracts.

Managing a private forest requires balancing immediate financial returns with long-term ecological and
growth potential. Many property owners face distinct challenges when evaluating mature stands, often lacking
direct access to localized price benchmarks or clear professional guidance on selective harvesting options.
Thornton Logging supports landowners by sending forestry specialists directly to site locations to measure
timber volume, mark harvest boundaries, and determine stumpage values based on current regional sawlog
index prices. This hands-on evaluation helps landowners make informed financial decisions without

navigating commercial lumber distribution channels independently.

Proper timing plays an essential role in timber harvesting, as seasonal weather conditions directly influence
both log yield and ground integrity. Spring precipitation can soften forest soils, increasing the risk of deep
rutting, whereas dry summer conditions and frozen winter ground provide suitable, stable conditions for
harvesting equipment. By carefully scheduling operations around regional soil types and climate patterns,
field crews reduce soil compaction, prevent unnecessary erosion, and preserve underlying root structures on

private tracts.

Responsible timber harvesting relies on specialized equipment and techniques designed to minimize
environmental disruption during operations. Operating as a regional timber buyer in Casey, IL, Thornton
Logging utilizes low-impact track machinery engineered to operate on sensitive woodland terrain with
significantly reduced ground pressure. Selective harvesting practices focus on systematically removing

mature, overcrowded, or decaying trees, which opens the forest canopy and allows sunlight to reach



understory saplings. According to research from state forestry extension offices, reducing canopy density in
overcrowded stands can help lower overall fuel loads and limit micro-habitats favored by destructive

wood-boring insects.

In addition to ground operations, the business launched a digital educational center for regional forest owners
seeking guidance on property upkeep. The online platform outlines fundamental concepts in timberland
management, detailing how local timber scale rules operate, how seasonal harvesting schedules affect
timber prices, and how selective thinnings influence long-term tree growth. By providing clear educational
resources, the organization helps property owners understand the market and environmental variables that

determine timber valuation over several harvest cycles.

Studies published by the U.S. Department of Agriculture show that managed forest tracts practicing
controlled selective harvests retain high rates of carbon storage in remaining trees while fostering structural
ecosystem diversity. Unmanaged or overstocked stands often experience higher rates of natural tree
mortality, leaving timber stands vulnerable to severe windthrow, storm damage, and invasive fungal disease.
Establishing accessible, professional harvesting options allows private timberland owners to contribute

directly to regional wood product supply chains while maintaining healthy, growing forest ecosystems.

Thornton Logging is a family-owned timber buyer in Casey, IL, and a forest management company operating
throughout Central lllinois. Marking three decades of continuous operation in the regional forestry industry,
the organization specializes in selective timber harvesting, professional timberland evaluation, land
stewardship, and sustainable forest management practices for private forest owners. For more information,
visit www.thorntonlogging.com.
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