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Giant Lock Box, a family-operated shipping container dealer serving all 50 states from its Middletown, New

York depot, today published two companion analyses of the fall 2026 container market, and together they

describe a market that is neither rising nor falling but separating ? along two different lines at once. New and

one-trip containers are tightening while domestic used inventory sits long and priced soft, and within the size

mix, the standard 20-foot box has become the hardest container in America to get while 40-foot high cubes

remain stacked deep in most yards.

The first analysis, Giant Lock Box?s report on the fall 20-foot container squeeze, documents an allocation

problem hiding inside a well-supplied market. Depot dry stock across North America fell roughly 81,900 TEU

during the August reporting period tracked by Muwon USA?s North American Container Market Report, and

the tightening landed disproportionately on 20-foot units. Global factory output hit 767,186 TEU in July and

Chinese factory slots are booked through October, but new production is weighted toward 40-foot high cubes

? carriers and leasing companies favor high-cube capacity for consumer-goods lanes, while domestic

demand for the smaller footprint from storage, construction, and agriculture has held firm. The result: in a



growing number of markets, 20-footers are being allocated rather than simply sold.

?This is not a shortage. It?s an allocation, and the difference matters, because shortages resolve on their

own and allocations resolve for whoever books first,? said a Giant Lock Box spokesperson. ?A quote tells

you a price. A dated depot or factory release tells you a container exists and has your name on it. In an

allocated market those are very different documents. Buyers who need the small box should stop shopping

and start booking. Buyers who only think they need it should measure the site again ? the 40-foot high cube

next to it is fully available at a better price per square foot.?

The second analysis, Giant Lock Box?s report on diverging new and used container prices, explains why the

two halves of the market have decoupled. Drewry?s World Container Index rose 4% to $4,526 per 40-foot

container on August 20, with Shanghai-to-New York spot rates jumping 9% to $9,507 ? driven not by

demand, which is easing, but by carrier capacity discipline. Drewry counts roughly 57 blank sailings across

the main east-west trades in weeks 31 through 35, more than half of them transpacific eastbound, and

Asia-to-U.S.-East-Coast deployment fell 9% month over month against a 0.4% decline to the West Coast.

New and one-trip containers ride into the country as cargo on exactly the services being thinned, narrowing

the flow of fresh inventory into East Coast yards.

The used market is doing the opposite. Empty containers have accumulated inland after a record 2.47 million

TEU landed at U.S. ports in July, with reporting through August describing storage depots turning away new

clients for lack of ground space. Cargo-worthy used 20-foot units are running roughly $1,200 to $2,500 and

used 40-foot high cubes $1,800 to $3,500, against one-trip pricing near $2,500 for a 20-foot and $7,000 for a

40-foot high cube per Container Sales Group?s 2026 pricing guide. A rising freight index, the company notes,

raises the cost of the next new box to land in Newark ? it does nothing to the price of a used unit already

sitting on gravel in Pennsylvania.

The companion reports translate the split into buyer guidance. Projects that genuinely require one-trip units ?

customer-facing builds, container-home shells, fabrication requiring factory-straight steel ? should move

within sixty days, as tariff pressure on Chinese-manufactured steel continues building through the supply

chain. Buyers whose application is storage, jobsite security, or agricultural use hold real leverage in the soft

used market on price, delivery, and grade upgrades ? leverage the company says will not survive a fall

inventory drawdown. And buyers who specifically need 20-foot units should secure dated releases, widen

their grade window before their budget, and favor units already on the ground in Northeast yards over

pipeline inventory with a release date that can slip.

Giant Lock Box maintains yard inventory across the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic and quotes the unit and

delivery together, with placement experts assessing site access, ground conditions, and overhead clearance

by phone before any truck is dispatched.



About Giant Lock Box

Giant Lock Box is a family-operated shipping container sales, rental, and modification company

headquartered at 71 Dolson Ave in Middletown, New York. The company sells new and used containers in all

50 states, operates its own tilt-bed delivery fleet across the Northeast, and specializes in precise container

placement on difficult sites. Placement experts are available Monday through Saturday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. ET.

###

For more information about Giant LockBox, contact the company here:Giant LockBoxKeith Schmidt(845)

343-0700hello@giantlockbox.comGiantLockBox HQ71 Dolson AveMiddletown, NY 10940

Giant LockBox

Giant LockBox is a family-operated shipping container depot delivering and placing containers where customers need

them, with honest grading, upfront delivery costs, and expert placement support across all 50 states.

Website: https://www.giantlockbox.com/

Email: hello@giantlockbox.com

Phone: (845) 343-0700


