JP McCurdy Electrical Outlines How an Electrician in

Burlington, MA, Handles Home Electrical Issues

August 31, 2026

LYNN, MA - August 31, 2026 -

JP McCurdy Electrical provides guidance on the common electrical problems homeowners encounter and the
process a qualified electrician in Burlington, MA, follows when addressing them. The information is meant to
help residents better understand what happens behind the walls of their homes and why certain issues

should not go unaddressed.

Household wiring often goes unnoticed until something stops working. A dead outlet, a light switch that hums,
a breaker that trips every time the microwave and toaster run at once. These are the moments when most
people begin thinking about the age and condition of their electrical system. Many of these small factors are
early warning signs of larger problems that build up over the years, particularly in older homes where the

wiring may predate modern appliance loads.

Flickering lights are one of the most frequent complaints. While the cause is sometimes as simple as a loose
bulb, it can also point to a loose neutral connection, an overloaded circuit, or a failing breaker. A trained
electrician in Burlington, MA, will typically begin by visually inspecting the panel. Then test the affected circuit
under load to isolate the location of the voltage drop. Every step follows a diagnostic order, because skipping

ahead can mask the real problem or, worse, create a new one.

Outlets that feel warm to the touch, give off a faint burning smell, or show scorch marks around the plug
prongs fall into a different category altogether. These are considered urgent. JP McCurdy Electrical notes that
the heat is usually the result of arcing inside the receptacle or a wire that has worked itself loose behind the
wall plate. Left alone, this kind of fault is a leading cause of residential electrical fires. The standard response

is to stop using the outlet, shut off the breaker feeding it, and have a professional open it up for inspection.

Panels are another area that draws attention. Older panels are still found in many homes across the region,
and have a documented history of failing to trip during a fault. When a homeowner notices a panel that never
seems to trip, or one that shows rust, corrosion, or double-tapped breakers, a full panel evaluation is typically

called for. Depending on the findings, a replacement or an upgrade to a higher amperage service may be



needed. Kitchens with induction ranges, garages with EV chargers, and finished basements with additional

HVAC equipment often push a 100-amp service beyond its design capacity.

Grounding and bonding also come up regularly. Two-prong outlets, ungrounded metal boxes, and missing
ground rods are common in homes built before the 1970s. Bringing these up to current code involves more
than swapping the receptacles. A licensed electrician in Burlington, MA, traces the circuit back to its source,

verifies the path to ground, and installs GFCI protection where a true ground cannot be established.

There is also the matter of what homeowners should not attempt themselves. Replacing a light fixture with
the power off is generally safe for someone comfortable with basic tools. Anything involving the panel, service
entrance, or aluminum wiring is not. JP McCurdy Electrical points out that state licensing requirements exist

for a reason, and insurance claims tied to unpermitted electrical work are frequently denied.

JP McCurdy Electrical assists homeowners who notice any of the signs. Factors such as repeated breaker
trips, warm switch plates, buzzing sounds inside the wall, or lights that dim when an appliance turns on
should have the issue addressed sooner rather than later by an electrician in Burlington, MA. Small electrical
problems rarely resolve on their own, and the cost of addressing them early is almost always lower than the

cost of dealing with the damage they cause when ignored.

About J.P. McCurdy Electric:

J.P. McCurdy Electric is an electrical contractor providing wiring and electrical services for residential and
commercial customers. The company?s electricians and management team handle a range of projects, from
routine repairs and upgrades to larger installations.
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