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Giant Lock Box Warns Northeast Container Buyers: A
Historically Strong El Nifio Could Erase the

Frozen-Ground Delivery Window This Winter

September 01, 2026

Middletown, New York - September 01, 2026 -

Giant Lock Box, a family-operated shipping container dealer serving all 50 states from its Middletown, New
York depot, today published an analysis warning Northeast container buyers that the quiet bet behind every
first-quarter delivery ? that January ground will freeze hard enough to carry a loaded truck ? looks like a bad
one this year. NOAA?s Climate Prediction Center puts the odds of a very strong El Nifio through the winter of
2026 and 2027 above 90%, with the October-through-December window carrying a 69% chance of a
three-month index value that would exceed every El Nifio in the record going back to 1950. For the
Northeast, that pattern favors a warmer, wetter winter ? and warm and wet, the company says, is the worst

combination there is for setting a 40-foot container on unpaved ground.

The analysis, Giant Lock Box?s mild winter delivery outlook, is explicit that this is not a price story. Drewry?s
World Container Index slipped 1% to $4,473 per 40-foot container on August 27, the National Retail
Federation?s Global Port Tracker projects September imports at 2.16 million TEU, and used 40-foot units are
running roughly $1,800 to $3,500 per Container Management?s 2026 cost guide. Supply is calm. The

constraint is the dirt.



?Frozen ground is a free load-bearing surface, and a warm winter takes it away,? said a Giant Lock Box
spokesperson. ?A yard that carries a loaded tilt-bed without a mark in January at 20 degrees will rut, bog,
and stop the truck on the same day at 45 degrees and raining. Nothing in the container market is telling
anyone to hurry this fall. The weather might be. September and October are the best placement conditions of

any year ? in this one, they may be the best until late spring.?

The stakes are in the delivery method, because ground conditions decide it and the method is where the cost
lives. A tilt-bed truck must drive onto or beside the placement spot with a run-up of roughly twice the
container?s length over firm ground. When the ground won?t carry it, the job goes to crane or boom
placement from a hard surface ? a swap that has typically added several hundred to roughly a thousand

dollars on the company?s Northeast deliveries, and a failed delivery attempt still gets paid.

The analysis lays out the three-season reality of Northeast placement. September and October offer the
year?s best conditions: drained ground, low water table, no frost heave. December through February is
excellent when the freeze arrives and useless when it doesn?t. Late February through April is the worst
stretch on the calendar ? thawing ground carries less load than either frozen or dry ground, and it coincides
with seasonal road postings. PennDOT Publication 23 sets Pennsylvania?s freeze-and-thaw period at
approximately February 15 through April 15, during which hauling authorized under Letters of Local
Determination is prohibited unless the posting authority approves a modification ? meaning a legally routed
heavy delivery can be blocked regardless of how the site itself looks. Across New York and New Jersey,
postings are frequently set at the county, town, or township level, so the check is a five-minute call to the

local highway department rather than a state portal lookup ? the most commonly skipped step in the process.

The company?s guidance for anyone with a spring 2027 project: take delivery this fall. A container placed on
a proper compacted-stone pad in October costs nothing it wouldn?t cost sitting in a yard, avoids both the
unreliable freeze and the posting season entirely, and ? for modification and ADU projects ? allows cuts,
framing, and rough-in over the winter so the build is ready when the permit clears. The analysis also details
site preparation for a wet winter: building the pad before the weather turns, walking the full access path for
overhead obstructions, settling tilt-bed versus crane before booking, and getting the reschedule policy in

writing.

Giant Lock Box assesses every site by phone before taking an order, quotes the placement as a line item
rather than burying it, and says plainly when waiting is the right call. One caveat the company flags honestly:
NOAA?s official winter outlook doesn?t publish until mid-October, and a seasonal outlook is a probability
distribution, not a schedule ? but the planning assumption it supports is that buyers should not count on a

reliable multi-week frozen-ground window in January and February.



About Giant Lock Box

Giant Lock Box is a family-operated shipping container sales, rental, and modification company
headquartered at 71 Dolson Ave in Middletown, New York. The company sells new and used containers in all
50 states, operates its own tilt-bed delivery fleet across the Northeast, and specializes in precise container
placement on difficult sites. Placement experts are available Monday through Saturday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. ET.
#H#

For more information about Giant LockBox, contact the company here:Giant LockBoxKeith Schmidt(845)
343-0700hello@giantlockbox.comGiantLockBox HQ71 Dolson AveMiddletown, NY 10940

Giant LockBox

Giant LockBox is a family-operated shipping container depot delivering and placing containers where customers need
them, with honest grading, upfront delivery costs, and expert placement support across all 50 states.

Website: https://www.giantlockbox.com/
Email: hello@giantlockbox.com

Phone: (845) 343-0700
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