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Rosebud Decks &amp; Porches has issued design guidance for homeowners on how planning decisions

determine the number of months an outdoor structure remains usable, timed to the approach of the region's

average first-freeze period.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources State Climatology Office publishes average first-freeze

dates across the state, which for much of the Twin Cities metropolitan area typically fall in early to mid

October, with variation between locations and from year to year. The company said the weeks between late

summer and that point represent the portion of the season where design decisions become most apparent.

"The month that separates one outdoor space from another is not July. Everybody uses a deck in July," said

Joseph Becker, owner of Rosebud Decks &amp; Porches. "It is late September and October. Two structures

built in the same neighborhood in the same year can differ by six weeks of use, and almost all of that

difference was decided during planning."

According to Becker, the decisions that govern seasonal use are structural rather than decorative, and most

are difficult or costly to add after construction. Overhead cover, degree of enclosure, orientation and lighting

each affect how long a space stays in service, and each is straightforward to address at the outset.

Overhead cover addresses the most immediate limitation on an open deck. A surface exposed to weather

becomes unusable during rain and can remain wet well into the following day after overnight moisture. A roof

structure over a porch changes that condition, and the company said homeowners considering porch

construction generally weigh the reduction in open-air feel against the additional weeks of use they gain.

A pergola occupies a middle position between an open deck and a covered structure. An open-rafter pergola

provides partial shade across a seating or dining area and gives an otherwise open space definition and a



sense of enclosure, though the company said it offers limited protection from precipitation and should be

understood in those terms during planning.

Enclosure is a separate decision from cover. A screened porch keeps a space open to airflow while excluding

insects, and screen systems differ in how they are constructed and how much visual obstruction they

introduce across an opening. The company said screen selection warrants attention during design rather than

being treated as an interchangeable detail settled late in a project.

Becker said orientation is the decision homeowners most frequently overlook. Where a structure sits relative

to the path of the sun affects when the space receives direct light and when it falls into shade, which in turn

affects the hours of the day it remains comfortable to occupy during cooler months. Prevailing wind exposure

works in a similar way, and both can be evaluated on site before a design is fixed.

"A homeowner can learn most of this by sitting in the yard at different times of day before anything is drawn,"

Becker said. "Where the sun lands at four in the afternoon in September, where the wind comes from, which

direction the space feels open to. Those observations shape a design more usefully than a catalog does."

Lighting extends usable hours in a way that becomes noticeable as daylight shortens through late summer

and fall. The company said a structure without adequate lighting can lose several evening hours of use by

late September, and that lighting planned during construction allows wiring to be concealed within the framing

rather than added visibly afterward. Lighting at stairs and level changes also addresses safety as evenings

grow darker earlier in the day.

Material selection affects seasonal use less directly than these structural decisions. Composite and PVC

surfaces require less seasonal maintenance than wood and shed moisture differently, though the company

said material choice matters considerably less to how many months a space stays usable than cover,

enclosure and orientation do.

Becker said the guidance applies to existing structures as well as new construction. Homeowners who find

they stop using a deck earlier each year than they would prefer can usually identify the specific reason,

whether it is exposure to weather, insects, wind or early darkness. That reason frequently points toward a

defined addition rather than a replacement.

The company said late summer is a practical point at which to evaluate an existing space, because its

limitations are observable while the structure is still in regular use, and because planning during the

remaining months of the season positions a project for construction earlier in the following year rather than

during the peak booking period.



Homeowners seeking regional climate context can consult the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

State Climatology Office, which publishes freeze dates, temperature records and seasonal data for locations

across the state. The National Weather Service office serving the Twin Cities issues seasonal outlooks

covering fall and winter conditions.

Rosebud Decks &amp; Porches is a custom deck and porch builder serving the Twin Cities metropolitan area

and western Wisconsin. The company designs and builds residential and commercial decks in composite,

PVC and wood, and provides deck framing, deck repair, porch construction, pergolas, railing and deck

lighting. It has specialized in deck and porch construction since 2018.
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Rosebud Decks &amp; Porches is a certified deck building specialist based in Eden Prairie, serving the Twin Cities
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