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LASIK Technology at Vance Thompson Vision ?
Northern Colorado: What Sets It Apart
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LOVELAND, CO - November 06, 2026 -

Patients asking what technology is used for LASIK in Loveland and Fort Collins will find a specific answer at
Vance Thompson Vision ? Northern Colorado: a wavefront-guided custom LASIK process built around two
different lasers and a detailed map of the individual eye. A femtosecond laser creates a thin protective flap in
the cornea, and an excimer laser then reshapes the exposed corneal surface so that light focuses more

directly on the retina, reducing or eliminating dependence on glasses and contact lenses.

What sets the approach apart is that the reshaping is not generic. Every LASIK consultation at Vance
Thompson Vision includes wavefront scanning that produces a detailed map of the patient's optical system.
During the procedure, the surgeon uses that map to guide the excimer laser, targeting the cornea precisely
and treating correction needs beyond what standard LASIK addresses. The in-office procedure takes roughly

20 minutes, and most patients return to work after a follow-up exam the morning after surgery.

The distinction between custom and standard LASIK comes down to that map. Standard treatment corrects
the measurable refractive error, nearsightedness, farsightedness, and astigmatism, the last of which occurs

when a misshapen cornea prevents the eye from focusing clearly at any distance. Custom, wavefront-guided



treatment accounts for the finer optical irregularities unique to each eye as well. That added precision is why
custom LASIK is associated with sharper vision in low-light and high-contrast conditions, including nighttime

driving and reading in dim light.

Eye movement is one of the most common concerns patients raise, and it is addressed by tracking
technology rather than by asking patients to hold perfectly still. Advanced tracking follows the eye throughout
the treatment so that every laser pulse is delivered to its intended location on the cornea. Before treatment
begins, the eye is numbed with drops and an eyelid support is used to prevent blinking; a mild sedative is

offered but optional. Most patients experience minimal discomfort during the procedure itself.

Whether newer technology changes outcomes is a fair question, and the honest answer is that LASIK today
is a substantially refined version of the procedure the FDA first approved in 1999. Vance Thompson Vision
participated in the FDA-monitored trial that laid the groundwork for LASIK technology, and the practice
continues to conduct FDA-monitored clinical trials. Improvements in pre-operative diagnostics, flap creation,
eye tracking, and wavefront-guided treatment profiles have refined the procedure over more than three
decades of clinical use. Outcomes still depend on the individual eye, which is why candidacy is determined

through a thorough consultation that uses advanced diagnostics and includes dilation.

"Every eye is optically unique, and the technology we use exists to respect that," said Cullen Ryburn, MD,
board-certified ophthalmologist, Vance Thompson Vision ? Northern Colorado. "Mapping the eye's optical
system before we ever begin treatment lets us guide the laser according to that specific patient's anatomy
rather than a general prescription. The tracking technology is doing the same job during surgery, keeping the

treatment aligned with the eye it was planned for."

Dr. Ryburn leads the Northern Colorado practice as a board-certified ophthalmologist who is
fellowship-trained in cornea, external diseases, and refractive surgery at the University of Miami's Bascom
Palmer Eye Institute, ranked the No. 1 ophthalmology program in the country by U.S. News &amp; World
Report. He completed his ophthalmology residency at the University of Colorado, serves as an EyeWiki editor
covering cataract and anterior segment topics, and is a member of the American Academy of Ophthalmology
and the American Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgery. He specializes in cataract surgery, cornea,

glaucoma, and refractive surgery, and previously practiced at Eye Center of Northern Colorado.

The Loveland clinic operates as part of the Vance Thompson Vision network, which has performed more than
80,000 procedures and represents nearly 100 years of combined experience. Vance Thompson Vision ?
Northern Colorado is a comprehensive refractive center, meaning patients who turn out not to be candidates
for LASIK can be evaluated for other laser and lens-based vision correction options rather than being turned

away.



"Technology is only useful in the hands of someone who knows when to use it and when a different
procedure is the better answer,” Dr. Ryburn said. "My fellowship training was in cornea and refractive surgery
specifically, so the conversation | have with a patient is about which option genuinely fits their eyes and their

goals, not about steering everyone toward the same procedure."

Vance Thompson Vision ? Northern Colorado serves patients in Loveland, Fort Collins, Greeley, Longmont,
and Windsor, and LASIK consultations are complimentary. Patients can learn more about custom LASIK and
laser vision correction at Vance Thompson Vision, or find hours and directions for the Loveland
ophthalmology clinic on the Front Range.
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For more information about Vance Thompson Vision - Northern Colorado, contact the company here:Vance
Thompson Vision - Northern ColoradoVance Thompson
Vision970-775-5453info@vancethompsonvision.com2975 Ginnala Dr STE 120, Loveland, CO 80538

Vance Thompson Vision - Northern Colorado

Vance Thompson Vision are world leaders in quality vision correction and patient care in ophthalmology. We specialize
in vision surgery and treatment with a specific focus on LASIK, refractive cataract surgery, glaucoma, cornea care, and

oculoplastics.

Website: https://www.vancethompsonvision.com/locations/northern-colorado
Email: info@vancethompsonvision.com

Phone: 970-775-5453
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