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A new consumer guide addressing custom upholstery in Massachusetts has been published by Zimman's,
the fabric and interior design house that has operated on Market Street in Lynn since 1909. The guide is
aimed at homeowners trying to decide whether an aging sofa, dining set, or armchair is worth restoring, and it

walks through the structural work, fabric considerations, and timelines that typically factor into that decision.

The question comes up often across the region, where housing stock ranges from coastal cottages and
century-old colonials to city condominiums, and where furniture frequently outlives the fabric covering it.
Pieces built several decades ago were commonly constructed with kiln-dried hardwood frames, hand-tied
springs, and mortise-and-tenon joinery. Furniture of that construction can remain structurally sound long after
the upholstery has faded, thinned, or torn, which is why a worn appearance alone is a poor indicator of

whether a piece has reached the end of its life.

Much of the guide focuses on what actually happens during a full restoration, a process that differs
considerably from simply putting a new cover over an existing shell. In a complete job, the piece is stripped
down to its frame so the internal structure can be inspected. Loose joints are reglued, springs are retied or
replaced, deteriorated padding is removed, and exposed woodwork, such as legs, arms, and decorative trim,
can be refinished or touched up before any new material is applied. The distinction matters to buyers
because two projects described with the same word can involve very different amounts of labor and yield very

different results in comfort and longevity.

Fabric selection receives similar attention. Anyone comparing options for custom upholstery in
Massachusetts will encounter a wide range of weaves, fiber blends, weights, and durability ratings, and the
guide explains how those specifications translate into everyday performance. A tightly woven synthetic blend
behaves differently in a household with children and pets than a fine linen does in a formal sitting room.
Homes near the water, along with sunrooms and screened porches, often call for indoor-outdoor material
engineered to resist fading, moisture, and mildew. Trim details, nailhead finishes, welting, and tufting also

shift both the look and the final cost of a project, and the guide notes that these choices are easier to make in



person, with samples viewed in natural light against the wood tones already in a room.

Cushioning gets its own section, largely because seat comfort depends on materials that are invisible once a
project is finished. Foam density, wrap material, and fill shape dictate whether a seat feels firm or soft and
how well it holds that character over years of use. Cushions built to the measurements of a specific piece
behave differently from stock inserts, a point that applies equally to sofas, window seats, benches, ottomans,

and outdoor furniture.

On logistics, the guide sets expectations that align with common industry practice. Most projects take roughly
four to six weeks from the point a design is approved, with larger or more intricate work requiring additional
time. Furniture pickup and delivery are standard at many established shops, which removes the burden of
transporting heavy items. The guide also encourages an honest structural assessment before any money is

committed, since not every piece justifies the investment.

Environmental considerations appear throughout, according to Zimman's. Restoring existing furniture keeps
bulky items out of landfills and preserves construction quality that is increasingly difficult to find at comparable
cost. For heirlooms passed down through families, the calculation often has less to do with economics than

with keeping a piece in use rather than in storage.

About Zimman?s:

Founded over a century ago, Zimman?s is a premier fabric, home décor, and furniture store in Lynn,
Massachusetts, just outside Boston. Known for its expansive 40,000-square-foot showroom featuring more
than 50,000 different fabrics, Zimman?s offers an unparalleled selection of high-quality fabrics, trims, and
custom furniture. Catering to interior designers, decorators, and homeowners alike, Zimman?s prides itself on
exceptional customer service, expert design guidance, and a unique blend of classic and contemporary
products. With a commitment to quality and craftsmanship, Zimman?s continues to set the benchmark for

style and excellence in the Boston area.
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