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Atlanta Metro Law is addressing the legal challenges facing motorcycle riders injured in left-turn and
intersection collisions, following a fatal crash in southeast Atlanta and ahead of heightened traffic
enforcement across Georgia. The firm is drawing attention to the frequency of left-turn conflicts in motorcycle
fatalities, a crash pattern that the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has identified as a significant
contributor to rider deaths nationwide, and to the legal considerations that arise when a driver fails to yield to

an approaching motorcycle at a signal-controlled intersection.

The firm is highlighting the fatal August 28, 2026 collision at Memorial Drive SE and Boulevard SE in Atlanta,
where the Atlanta Police Department's Accident Investigations Unit determined that a BMW SUV failed to
yield to a Harley-Davidson motorcycle, killing the male motorcyclist. APD investigators identified the
failure-to-yield mechanism as the primary crash factor. The department's findings addressed the failure to

yield and did not, as reported, attribute the crash to phone use or other distraction.



As an Atlanta Motorcycle Accident Lawyer serving Fulton County and the surrounding area, the firm works to

preserve phone records, dashcam footage, and other evidence relevant to intersection collisions.

Left-turn conflicts occur when a turning driver does not detect an oncoming rider before entering the rider's
path. At intersections where motorcyclists approach at speed, riders may have little opportunity to brake
before a turning vehicle occupies the lane. Traffic-safety researchers, including NHTSA, have repeatedly
examined driver inattention as one factor among several that can contribute to a driver's failure to perceive an

approaching motorcycle, though the causes in any individual crash depend on the specific circumstances.

Georgia's Hands-Free Act provides a legal framework relevant to intersection crashes. HB 673, codified at
O.C.G.A. 8 40-6-241 since July 1, 2018, prohibits drivers from holding or using a phone while operating a
vehicle. When a driver who violated the statute causes a crash, that violation may support a negligence per
se argument under Georgia law. Whether the doctrine applies, and whether it establishes liability, depends

on the facts of the case, the applicable statute, and how a court evaluates the conduct at issue.

The firm noted that the crash comes as Georgia authorities have signaled increased attention to distracted
driving. Georgia State Patrol designated distracted driving as an enforcement priority during the 2026 Labor
Day period, alongside speeding and impaired driving, with troopers and Commercial Vehicle Enforcement

officers targeting phone use on high-traffic corridors.

A spokesperson for Atlanta Metro Law addressed the role of the Hands-Free Act in motorcycle crash claims.
"When a driver who was holding or using a phone fails to yield to a motorcycle, a Hands-Free Act violation
can support a negligence per se argument, which may reduce what an injured rider must independently prove
about duty and breach, though the outcome still depends on Georgia law and the facts,” said a representative
for Atlanta Metro, firm spokesperson. "Cell phone carrier records showing call, text, or app activity around the
time of an intersection crash can be significant evidence, and because retention practices vary by carrier and

record type, riders are encouraged to seek advice promptly."

Atlanta Metro Law is a personal injury law firm representing motorcycle accident victims, car accident clients,
bicycle riders, and other injury clients throughout Metro Atlanta and Georgia. The firm handles motorcycle
accidents, distracted driving crashes, rideshare collisions, and other personal injury matters on a contingency
fee basis. Additional context on the firm's motorcycle practice is available through the ATL Metro Atlanta
Motorcycle Accident Lawyer resource.
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