Scala Design & Construction Releases Guide to Help
Homeowners Compare Kitchen Remodel Cost

Estimates

September 23, 2026

SHOREWOOD, MN - September 23, 2026 -

About one in ten United States households remodels or replaces a kitchen each year, according to data from
the National Kitchen and Bath Association, yet many homeowners sign contracts without a clear
understanding of how their budget will be spent. A new consumer guide from Scala Design &amp;
Construction aims to change that by showing Minnesota homeowners how to read remodeling bids line by

line before committing to a project.

The guide addresses a common frustration in residential renovation: vague estimates that bury major
expenses inside generic allowances. Three categories in particular, tile, cabinetry, and appliances, tend to
consume the largest share of a kitchen budget, and these are the same line items that a broad quote can
obscure. When those figures are hidden inside a single lump sum, homeowners often face unexpected

mid-project change orders that push final totals well beyond the original number.



The resource walks readers through the components that make up a typical project estimate, including labor,
materials, permitting, and design fees. It explains how the scope of work, layout changes, and material
selections influence the final figure, and it encourages homeowners to request itemized quotes from local
contractors rather than relying on rough ballpark ranges. Homeowners researching the cost to hire a kitchen
remodel contractor can use the guide to evaluate competing bids on equal terms and to identify where

allowances may be masking future costs.

Erika Carrillo, a project lead at Scala Design &amp; Construction, said the goal of the guide is to give
homeowners better information before they sign anything. "Most disputes on a kitchen project trace back to
an estimate that was never specific enough to begin with," Carrillo said. "When tile, cabinetry, and appliance
costs are spelled out as line items rather than lumped into an allowance, homeowners can ask the right
guestions early. That transparency benefits everyone, because expectations are set before the first wall

comes down."

The guide reflects a broader shift in how homeowners approach large renovation projects. As material prices
and labor costs have grown less predictable, industry observers note that itemized estimating has become an
important safeguard against budget overruns. Design changes made mid-build, project delays, and the use of
imported or specialty materials can all drive totals higher, and a detailed quote makes those variables visible

from the outset.

Scala Design &amp; Construction developed the resource from its own estimating process, which breaks
projects into itemized components rather than single-figure proposals. The company noted that the guide is
intended as an educational tool for any homeowner planning a renovation, regardless of who ultimately

performs the work.

Scala Design &amp; Construction is a residential remodeling firm serving the Minneapolis-St. Paul metro
area, including Hennepin, Ramsey, and Carver counties. With more than fifteen years of experience, the
company provides full design and build services spanning kitchen remodeling, bathroom remodeling,
basement finishing, home additions, full home renovations, and home restoration. The firm is fully insured
and holds a Minnesota Residential Building Contractor License (#BC791994). Based in Shorewood,
Minnesota, the company handles projects from initial design through final walkthrough with a dedicated
project team.
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For more information about Scala Design &amp; Construction Services Inc, contact the company here:Scala
Design &amp; Construction Services IncErika Carrillo(952)
913-329%4info@scaladesign-construction.com5330 Vine Hill Rd, Shorewood, MN 55331



Scala Design & Construction Services Inc

Scala Design &amp; Construction is Minneapolis' trusted design-build remodeling firm ? delivering exceptional kitchens,
bathrooms, and home renovations across the Twin Cities metro for over 15 years.

Website: https://scaladesign-construction.com/
Email: info@scaladesign-construction.com

Phone: (952) 913-3294
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