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Bangkok, Thailand - September 21, 2026 - 

Siam Legal International, a full-service law firm with more than 22 years of experience assisting foreign and

local nationals in Thailand, is outlining the legal requirements for marriage registration in the Kingdom, noting

that missing a required document or completing steps out of order can delay a couple's registration by weeks.

Thailand permits marriage between two Thai nationals, a Thai national and a foreign national, and two foreign

nationals, and became the first country in Southeast Asia to legalize same-sex marriage when the Marriage

Equality Act took effect in January 2025, granting same-sex couples the same legal rights and responsibilities

as any other married couple upon registration. To marry legally, both parties must meet baseline eligibility

requirements covering minimum age, mental capacity, the absence of an existing marriage anywhere in the

world, and the absence of a direct blood relationship, with separate timing rules applying to women who are

recently divorced or widowed.

Documentation requirements differ by nationality. Thai nationals generally need a valid national identification

card, a house registration document, and a name change certificate where applicable. Foreign nationals need

copies of their passport and bio data page along with their Thai visa, plus an affidavit from their home country



or their respective embassy or consulate confirming they are unmarried and free to marry, accompanied by a

certified Thai translation that must be legalized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs before a district office will

accept it. Previously married applicants must also present an original divorce or death certificate with a

certified Thai translation, and two witnesses must be present at registration. Document requirements can vary

by nationality and by district office, and the firm recommends confirming specific requirements with the

relevant embassy and district office before scheduling an appointment.

Marriage registration takes place at a local district office, known as an amphoe or khet, where both parties

must generally appear in person if registering in Bangkok. Once the registrar confirms that all requirements

are met, the marriage certificate is typically issued the same day, though couples intending to use the

certificate outside Thailand may need an additional translation and legalization step before it will be

recognized by foreign authorities.

Rex Baay, Senior Immigration Consultant and Operations Manager at Siam Legal International, said,

"Couples often focus on the wedding itself and treat the legal registration as a formality, but the

documentation and timing requirements are where most delays happen." Baay said a prenuptial agreement, if

a couple wants one, must be signed and submitted to the district office at the same time as the marriage

registration, since Thai law generally does not allow such an agreement to be added or modified afterward

without a court order. He added that couples where either spouse owns significant assets, runs a business,

holds property in more than one country, or has children from a previous relationship should seek legal

advice before the wedding rather than after.

For foreign spouses planning to remain in Thailand long term, the firm noted that marriage to a Thai national

can support eligibility for a Non-Immigrant O visa, valid for one year and renewable annually, which also

permits eligible holders to apply for a Thai work permit. Applicants must meet Thailand's financial

requirements by maintaining 400,000 baht in a Thai bank account or demonstrating monthly income of at

least 40,000 baht, with supporting documentation required in either case, and marriage alone does not

guarantee approval since standard immigration requirements continue to apply. Additional detail on eligibility,

required documents, and the registration process is available through Siam Legal's marriage in Thailand

guide, an explainer produced by the firm's family law team.

Siam Legal International is a full-service law firm with more than 22 years of experience representing foreign

nationals across immigration, property, corporate, and litigation matters in Thailand, with offices in Bangkok,

Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya. The firm advises individuals and businesses on residency planning,

property transactions, corporate structuring, and dispute resolution.
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