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Siam Legal International Outlines Rights and

Procedures at Thai Police Checkpoints

September 24, 2026

Bangkok, Thailand - September 24, 2026 -

Siam Legal International, a law firm in Thailand, is outlining what drivers in Thailand can expect during a
police checkpoint stop, including the legal basis for the stop, the limits on an officer's authority, and the
documentation required, following continued questions from foreign nationals about their rights during

roadside checks.

Under Section 142 of the Land Traffic Act, police officers may stop any vehicle to check documents or the
condition of the vehicle without needing a specific reason. An officer may inspect the vehicle and request
documents, but that authority has clear limits: an officer cannot confiscate or hold a driver's license, cannot

demand cash on the spot, and cannot seize a passport during a routine stop.

Checkpoints generally fall into a few categories. Daytime document checks are common on rented scooters,
where officers check helmets, licenses, and tax stickers, while nighttime breath test checkpoints appear near
nightlife areas and during holiday periods such as Songkran. Provincial checkpoints are also positioned at

major borders to check documents and vehicle registration.



If an officer suspects a driver has been drinking, a breath test can be required, and refusing the test carries
the same legal penalties as a driving under the influence conviction, including a mandatory court appearance,
fines, license suspension, and potential jail time. Driving under the influence cases are not resolved at the
roadside and proceed directly to court. Where a language barrier arises, the tourist police hotline at 1155
provides access to an English-speaking officer, and any dispute over a ticket is handled at the police station

listed on the ticket rather than at the checkpoint itself.

When an officer signals a stop, drivers are advised to pull over safely, turn off the engine, remove the key,
and remove a helmet or sunglasses before the officer approaches. Siam Legal International said remaining
calm and cooperative during the stop, rather than attempting to drive past the checkpoint, is generally the

fastest way through it, since evading a stop can escalate a routine check into a more serious offense.

Documentation requirements differ by vehicle type. Thailand treats car and motorbike licenses as separate
categories, so a standard car license does not cover a rented scooter, and a foreign national without a Thai
motorbike license must carry a valid international driving permit. Drivers are also expected to carry a copy of
the vehicle's registration book along with a passport bio page and valid entry stamp, or a Thai national

identification card for residents.

Minor offenses such as riding without a helmet, missing a registration sticker, or driving without the correct
license category typically result in a ticket detailing the violation and the fine, generally between THB 1,000
and THB 2,000. Siam Legal International noted that this fine is paid afterward at a police station, a bank, or

online, and is never paid in cash directly to the officer at the roadside.

"The most common issue at a checkpoint is not the stop itself; it is the license,” said Rex Baay, Senior
Immigration Consultant and Operations Manager at Siam Legal International. "A standard car license does
not cover a rented scooter, and that gap causes more difficulty for foreign nationals than the checkpoint does.
Carrying the correct license category, along with an international permit where needed, resolves most of

these stops within minutes."

Additional detail on checkpoint procedures and driver rights is available in Siam Legal's guide to Thai police
checkpoints, a video discussion covering document requirements and driving under the influence rules for

foreign nationals in Thailand.

Siam Legal International has advised foreign and local nationals on immigration, property, and corporate
matters in Thailand for more than 22 years, with teams based in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya.

The firm's practice spans visa and residency planning, property transactions, business formation, and



litigation support.
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For more information about Siam Legal International, contact the company here:Siam Legal InternationalRex
Baay+662 254 8900info@siam-legal.com18th Floor, Unit 1806 Two Pacific Place,142 Sukhumvit Rd, Khlong
Toei,Bangkok 10110, Thailand

Siam Legal International

American-managed Thailand law firm with 22+ years? experience. Experts in corporate setup, BOI, FBL, family &amp;
divorce, property, litigation, immigration, notary, wills, contracts &amp; due diligence across Bangkok, Phuket, Pattaya
&amp; more.

Website: https://www.siam-legal.com/
Email: info@siam-legal.com

Phone: +662 254 8900
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