Berkson-Boston Avenue Law Publishes Protective
Order Guide

September 28, 2026

TULSA, OK - September 28, 2026 -
Berkson-Boston Avenue Law PLLC has published a guide on its website explaining how protective orders
work in Oklahoma, written for people considering a petition, people who have been served with one, and

family members trying to understand what comes next.

The guide is organized around the stages of a case, since the questions people ask change depending on
where they are in the process. It begins with eligibility. Oklahoma's Protection from Domestic Abuse Act
covers domestic abuse, stalking, and harassment, and the relationships it applies to are broader than many
people assume, extending beyond spouses and household members to dating relationships and, in certain

circumstances, to people with no prior relationship at all.

It then explains the difference between the types of orders a petitioner may encounter. An emergency ex
parte order can be issued by a judge on the day a petition is filed, based only on the petitioner's sworn
account, and it remains in effect until the full hearing. When courts are closed, law enforcement can help a
person seek emergency protection until the next business day. A final order is issued only after a hearing at
which both sides have the chance to appear, present evidence, and testify. The guide explains what judges

generally look for at that hearing and what kinds of evidence tend to be relevant.

A section on common mistakes addresses errors that affect both sides. Petitioners sometimes miss the full
hearing, which can result in the emergency order being dismissed. Some leave out important incidents from
the petition because they assume the details can be added later. Respondents sometimes contact the
petitioner to talk things through, which can violate the emergency order and lead to arrest even if the
petitioner initiated the conversation. Others ignore the hearing altogether, which can result in a final order

being entered without their side being heard.

The guide also covers what happens after a final order is issued, a stage many resources skip. Only the court
can modify or dissolve an order. A petitioner's informal agreement to resume contact does not change the

terms, and a respondent who relies on that agreement can still be charged with a violation. Orders can be



extended or renewed under certain conditions, and the guide explains the process for asking the court to
modify terms when circumstances change. Protective orders issued in Oklahoma are generally enforceable in

other states under federal law, which matters for people who relocate.

Throughout the guide, the firm notes that protective order cases often overlap with divorce, custody, and
criminal proceedings. What a party says in one case can be used in another, and decisions about testimony
and evidence should be made with the full picture in view. Anyone weighing whether to consult a protective

order attorney in Tulsa is encouraged to do so early, since hearings can be set within days of filing.

The guide lists support resources alongside the legal information. People in immediate danger should call
911. The Oklahoma SafeLine and the Family Safety Center in Tulsa offer confidential support, safety

planning, and help with the petition process at no cost.

The firm has said it will update the guide as the law changes and welcomes questions from readers, which

will help shape future revisions.

The guide is general information and not legal advice. Every case turns on its specific facts, and reading the

guide or contacting the firm does not by itself create an attorney-client relationship.

The full guide and consultation requests with a protective order attorney in Tulsa are available through the
Berkson-Boston Avenue Law PLLC website.
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