
Siam Legal International Highlights New Phase for

Thailand?s Destination Thailand Visa in 2026

September 29, 2026
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Siam Legal International, a law firm with more than 22 years of experience assisting foreign nationals in

Thailand, is highlighting a new phase for the Destination Thailand Visa (DTV) following significant changes to

its supporting-document requirements that took effect on August 31, 2026. The changes add new

documentary requirements for applicants and place greater emphasis on establishing permanent residence

and providing criminal record clearance when applying for the visa.

Introduced in July 2024, the Destination Thailand Visa was created for eligible remote workers, freelancers

and foreign nationals participating in qualifying Thai soft power activities. The five-year multiple-entry visa

allows eligible holders to stay in Thailand for up to 180 days per entry, with the possibility of extending a stay

for another period of up to 180 days. The program has since become an established immigration pathway for

foreign nationals seeking to spend extended periods in Thailand while maintaining professional or personal

connections outside the country. More information on the visa and its updated requirements is available

through a Siam Legal DTV Visa Thailand guide.

Under the updated requirements effective August 31, applicants must now provide proof of permanent



residence, replacing the previous requirement for a document indicating their current location. Applicants

must also submit a certificate of criminal record clearance as part of their supporting documentation. Thai

diplomatic missions have published the changes in updated DTV guidance, with some missions specifying

that applicants must be nationals or permanent residents of the country where the application is submitted.

The change is particularly significant for foreign nationals who previously considered applying for the DTV

from a third country while traveling. The new permanent-residence requirement means applicants may need

to establish a qualifying connection to the jurisdiction in which they submit their application, rather than

relying simply on being physically present there at the time of filing. The precise evidence accepted as proof

of permanent residence and the requirements for criminal record certificates can vary between Thai

embassies and consulates.

Rex Baay, Senior Immigration Consultant and Operations Manager at Siam Legal International, said, ?The

significance of the Destination Thailand Visa is no longer simply that Thailand created a visa for digital

nomads. Its longer-term significance is that Thailand has created a formal immigration pathway for a category

of international mobility that did not fit neatly into traditional tourism or employment models. As the program

matures, the question for applicants is becoming less about whether they can stay in Thailand for an

extended period and more about whether the immigration pathway they choose genuinely reflects how they

live, work and intend to use Thailand as a base.?

The August changes do not replace the existing eligibility framework for the DTV. Applicants must continue to

meet the applicable financial and category requirements. For the workcation category, this generally includes

financial evidence showing at least 500,000 baht, together with documentation establishing employment,

remote-work status, foreign professional activity or another qualifying basis for the application. Applicants

under the Thai soft power category must provide documentation supporting their participation in an eligible

activity, while spouses and children under 20 of DTV holders fall under the dependent category.

The criminal record requirement also introduces an additional step that applicants need to plan for before

submitting an application. The issuing authority, acceptable document and period of validity can depend on

the jurisdiction handling the application. For example, the Royal Thai Embassy in London states that the

criminal record clearance must have been issued within six months of submission, while other missions

publish different periods or document specifications.

Baay said the changes reflect a broader shift in how international mobility is being treated under Thailand?s

immigration framework.

?We are seeing a broader shift away from the idea that someone can simply remain in Thailand indefinitely

by combining different short-term permissions,? Baay said. ?For people who genuinely intend to spend a



significant part of their lives in Thailand, immigration planning increasingly needs to be treated as part of their

overall international mobility strategy. The DTV is important precisely because it gives qualifying remote

professionals and other applicants a defined framework, but the new documentation requirements make it

even more important that the applicant?s residence, professional circumstances and intended use of the visa

are properly aligned.?

The DTV changes come alongside separate adjustments to Thailand?s visa-exemption scheme. Effective

September 15, 2026, Thailand revoked the previous 60-day visa-exemption scheme and revised its tourism

exemption and Visa on Arrival arrangements. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs has clarified that the revised

measures concern tourism entry and do not change other visa categories.

The distinction is relevant for foreign nationals considering extended stays in Thailand. A visa exemption is

designed for tourism purposes, while the DTV provides a specific immigration framework for qualifying

remote workers, freelancers and participants in approved activities. The two should therefore not be treated

as interchangeable routes for individuals planning to spend substantial periods in the country.

Thailand?s broader tourism market is also moving into a more mature phase. International arrivals during the

first five months of 2026 declined from approximately 3.28 million in January to 2.35 million in May, according

to Bank of Thailand data. The central bank has pointed to weaker demand in some short-haul markets as

well as changes in airline capacity as factors affecting tourism performance.

The tourism figures do not provide a direct measure of DTV demand. Thailand does not currently publish

comprehensive national statistics covering DTV applications, approvals, refusals or applicant demographics.

They nevertheless provide broader context for changes in international mobility as Thailand moves beyond

the immediate post-pandemic tourism recovery and continues to develop different immigration pathways for

different categories of foreign nationals.

The changing environment also comes alongside broader shifts in international remote work. Foreign

professionals considering extended periods in Thailand increasingly need to consider not only immigration

status, but also employment arrangements, tax residency, financial documentation and the legal implications

of working while abroad.

For foreign nationals planning to remain in Thailand for extended periods, the DTV is one of several available

pathways. The Thailand Privilege Visa provides premium multi-year membership options for individuals

seeking a long-stay arrangement with associated lifestyle services, while the Long-Term Resident Visa

provides a separate framework for qualifying remote professionals, wealthy individuals, retirees and other

categories that meet its specific requirements.



The distinction between these pathways is increasingly relevant as foreign nationals consider Thailand not

simply as a holiday destination but as a potential base for work, business, retirement or extended personal

stays. The appropriate immigration category can depend on factors including the applicant?s source of

income, employment arrangements, intended length of stay, family circumstances and activities while in

Thailand.

Siam Legal International is an authorized General Sales and Service Agent (GSSA) for the Thailand Privilege

Visa program and advises foreign nationals on the DTV, Thailand Privilege Visa, and other long-stay

immigration options. The Thailand-based law firm has more than 22 years of experience advising individuals,

families, and corporations on immigration, corporate and commercial law, property transactions, and dispute

resolution, with offices in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya.
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