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Swift Collision has published new consumer guidance explaining how collision forces involving a wheel or

surrounding body area can affect suspension components and wheel alignment. The October resource

focuses specifically on helping drivers distinguish between suspension inspection, physical suspension

repair, wheel alignment, and ADAS calibration, procedures that can be related after a collision but serve

different purposes. Pasted markdown

The publication expands on Swift Collision?s collision repair services by examining how wheels, steering

components, suspension parts, mounting locations, and vehicle structure can interact after certain impacts.

Rather than assuming suspension damage from exterior appearance alone, the guidance explains how

collision location, physical inspection, measurements, and vehicle-specific repair information can help

determine which procedures belong in the repair plan. Pasted markdown



A direct impact to a wheel is one situation in which suspension evaluation can become relevant. During an

accident, a vehicle may strike another vehicle, curb, road debris, median, or another object. Even when

visible damage appears concentrated around a wheel opening or fender, impact forces can involve

components connected to the wheel. Pasted markdown

The October guidance draws on I-CAR technical information identifying conditions that can affect wheel

alignment angles after a collision. These include direct impacts to a tire or wheel, side impacts that alter

wheel position, damage to steering or suspension components or their mounting locations, and structural

movement affecting those locations. I-CAR also notes that steering or suspension damage may not always

be immediately apparent through visual inspection alone. Pasted markdown

One of the publication?s primary consumer distinctions is that suspension inspection and wheel alignment

are not interchangeable.

Suspension inspection evaluates the physical condition of relevant components and mounting areas. Wheel

alignment measures wheel position and alignment angles against applicable specifications. An alignment

does not repair a component that is physically bent, displaced, or otherwise damaged. Pasted markdown

Repair sequence therefore matters when collision damage involves these areas. I-CAR technical guidance

cited in the source identifies performing wheel alignment while collision damage remains as a repair concern.

When suspension, steering, mounting locations, or surrounding structure have been affected, those

conditions may need to be addressed before final alignment measurements and adjustments are completed.

Pasted markdown

Alignment measurements can then provide another source of information. Toe, camber, and caster are

among commonly measured alignment angles, although available specifications and adjustments vary by

vehicle. An out-of-specification measurement does not independently identify a damaged component.

Instead, it can be considered alongside collision history, physical inspection, and vehicle-specific information.

Pasted markdown

The October resource also addresses why evaluating all four wheels can matter. I-CAR guidance referenced

by Swift Collision notes that rear-wheel measurements outside specification can indicate suspension or

structural conditions requiring further attention. Incorrect alignment can also be associated with tire wear, an

off-center steering wheel, pulling, handling concerns, and effects on certain driver-assistance functions.

Pasted markdown

Different collision patterns can create different evaluation needs.



A side impact near a wheel opening can involve visible damage to a fender, quarter panel, wheel, or tire while

also creating a reason to evaluate nearby suspension components and mounting areas. A front-corner impact

can involve the bumper, fender, wheel, steering components, and suspension within the same general

damage area. Rear-wheel impacts can also affect suspension geometry relevant to four-wheel alignment.

Pasted markdown

Secondary impacts can be relevant as well. A vehicle involved in a collision may leave the roadway and

subsequently contact a curb, shoulder, median, pothole, or uneven terrain. That additional contact can

involve a wheel or suspension component even when the primary vehicle-to-vehicle damage occurred

elsewhere. Pasted markdown

Driver observations can provide context during the initial evaluation. Changes such as an off-center steering

wheel, unusual wheel position, pulling, abnormal noise, or altered handling do not diagnose a specific

damaged component, but they can help document conditions noticed after the collision. Pasted markdown

The October publication also calls attention to suspension and steering mounting locations. These

components depend on specific attachment points within the vehicle. If collision damage changes the

surrounding structure or a mounting location, addressing a suspension component alone may not resolve the

underlying condition. Pasted markdown

Manufacturer-specific repair information can then help determine how affected components and mounting

areas should be evaluated or repaired. Vehicle makers may provide inspection criteria, replacement

procedures, torque specifications, alignment specifications, and other technical information for particular

models and components.

Swift Collision provides additional information about manufacturer-focused repair requirements through its

OEM certification information. The October guidance emphasizes using information applicable to the

vehicle?s make, model, model year, and equipment rather than treating general alignment concepts as a

substitute for vehicle-specific procedures. Pasted markdown

Modern driver-assistance technology adds another consideration. I-CAR notes that wheel alignment can

interact with ADAS operation and that some manufacturers may require calibration following an alignment or

incorporate alignment into the calibration process. Requirements vary by vehicle and procedure. Pasted

markdown

Swift Collision provides separate ADAS calibration information for applicable repairs. The October resource

distinguishes alignment from calibration: alignment addresses wheel geometry, while calibration addresses

specified operating parameters for applicable cameras, radar units, sensors, or related systems. Completing



one procedure does not automatically satisfy the requirements of the other. Pasted markdown

The guidance does not suggest that every collision requires suspension repair, wheel alignment, or ADAS

calibration. Exterior body damage does not automatically establish suspension damage, and an impact near

a wheel does not mean every surrounding component requires replacement. The repair scope depends on

conditions documented on the individual vehicle. Pasted markdown

Swift Collision?s October publication organizes these considerations into a practical repair sequence.

Collision location and circumstances establish the starting point. Relevant wheels, tires, steering and

suspension components, mounting locations, and surrounding body areas can then be evaluated. Confirmed

physical damage can be addressed before final alignment procedures, while applicable diagnostic or

calibration requirements can be identified from vehicle-specific information. Pasted markdown

The central consumer takeaway is that suspension repair, structural repair, wheel alignment, and ADAS

calibration are separate procedures even when they appear together within one collision repair plan.

Understanding those distinctions can make it easier to follow why a particular procedure has been included

after an impact.

Swift Collision provides collision repair and related vehicle repair services throughout the Tulsa area. Its

October consumer guidance adds a focused suspension and wheel-alignment resource to the company?s

broader collision repair information, emphasizing documented vehicle conditions and repair sequencing

rather than assuming additional damage based solely on exterior appearance.
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Swift Collision

Swift Collision provides factory-certified collision repair, paint, and dent removal using OEM-approved methods and

advanced technology. We work with all insurers and back every repair with a lifetime warranty.

Website: https://swiftcollision.com/

Email: Kyle@swiftcollision.com

Phone: 918-622-7996


