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AUSTIN, TX - October 06, 2026 - 

Responding to sustained regional commercial development and residential renovation activity across Central

Texas, Alamo Glass has completed a $250,000 capital expansion of its site-consultation operations and

fabrication of custom mirrors in Austin. Commissioned in October 2026, the operational investment adds

high-precision automated cutting tables, automated edge-beveling lines, and specialized laminating

machinery at its North Lamar Boulevard plant. The upgrades increase the company?s daily mirror processing

throughput from 500 square feet to 1,200 square feet, doubling its capacity to serve commercial general

contractors, interior design firms, and property managers.

The operational expansion addresses documented construction growth across the Austin metropolitan area.

Modern architectural design plans in Travis County increasingly incorporate large-format reflective surfaces

to maximize natural daylighting and improve indoor spatial efficiency. In high-density residential

environments, such as urban mid-rises in Downtown Austin and historic home restorations in Hyde Park,

interior light penetration is frequently restricted by adjacent structural footprints. Strategically placed wall

mirror installations bounce ambient sunlight into interior hallways and living spaces, creating perceived visual

room depth.



Commercial interiors account for a substantial portion of the increased regional fabrication volume.

Commercial fitness centers, dance studios, medical offices, and retail storefronts require large-format mirror

arrays built to strict physical safety criteria. Under architectural building codes and American National

Standards Institute (ANSI) Z97.1 specifications for safety glazing materials, glass installed in hazardous or

high-impact locations must meet defined impact resistance standards. While standard silvered float glass is

not an inherently rated safety glazing material on its own, applying an adhesive-backed polyolefin safety film

to the rear surface allows standard mirror sheet stock to pass ANSI Z97.1 impact testing. This safety backing

retains glass fragments upon breakage, helping prevent scatter injuries in high-traffic public spaces. Alamo

Glass has integrated dedicated roll-laminating equipment to streamline production of these safety-backed

assemblies alongside specialty fabrications, such as two-way observation mirrors and custom geometric

display cuts.

The company?s expanded site-consultation services provide preliminary technical evaluations prior to shop

fabrication. Technical guidelines published by the National Glass Association (NGA) in technical paper

FB21-09 (Installation Techniques Designed to Prolong the Life of Flat Glass Mirrors) stress that preliminary

measurements must evaluate wall deflection, backing substrate flatness, and hardware cutouts for electrical

outlets or fixtures. According to NGA technical publications, standard one-quarter-inch (6 mm) mirror stock is

recommended for full-height wall panels to limit optical image distortion across broad surface areas, while

three-sixteenths-inch stock is commonly selected for smaller framed residential vanities.

In addition to standard wall panels, the expanded facility handles specialty custom furniture pieces, including

mirrored pedestals and decorative display enclosures. During fabrication, technicians apply protective edge

sealants to mitigate silver-backing corrosion?commonly referred to in the glass industry as "black

edge"?caused by moisture and chemical exposure in humid master bathrooms and commercial spa

environments. Field installation crews utilize aluminum J-channels with 3 mm neoprene setting blocks,

mechanical mounting clips, and neutral-cure mirror adhesives compatible with silver backing paint to secure

completed units.

During pre-installation site visits, field specialists evaluate substrate conditions using digital leveling

instruments and laser measures. Identifying wall stud irregularities or bow angles prior to mounting allows

technicians to position setting shims and mechanical anchors, establishing a plumb mounting plane that

protects the glass substrate from point-load mechanical stress. On-site assessments also assist commercial

buyers in selecting edge finishes?such as flat-polished or beveled edges?that conform to building layout

specifications.



Founded in 1956, Alamo Glass provides custom mirror fabrication, precise cutting, and professional

installation services for residential and commercial clients across Central Texas. Operating from its

long-standing facility and showroom on North Lamar Boulevard, the locally owned business delivers technical

consultations, site measurements, and custom mirrors in Austin, TX for builders, interior designers, and

property owners. For more information, visit alamoaustin.com.
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