Survivors of Abuse NJ Announces Child Sexual Abuse

Legal Update

October 16, 2026

MT. LAUREL, NJ - October 16, 2026 -

Survivors of Abuse NJ has announced an informational update addressing civil litigation involving child
sexual abuse allegations and institutional responsibility under New Jersey law. Based in Mt. Laurel and
represented by attorney Joseph L. Messa, Jr., Esq., the practice is outlining legal procedures, filing
deadlines, and considerations affecting claims arising in schools, childcare facilities, youth organizations, and

other institutional settings.

The update focuses on how civil law addresses allegations of childhood sexual abuse and the circumstances
under which an organization may face legal responsibility. It also examines the distinction between claims
brought against individual perpetrators and those involving organizations responsible for supervising

employees, volunteers, or other individuals working with children.

?Civil cases involving childhood sexual abuse require a detailed examination of the facts, applicable filing

deadlines, and the responsibilities of the individuals and institutions involved,? said Joseph L. Messa, Jr.,



Esq., attorney at Survivors of Abuse NJ. ?The legal analysis must account for the circumstances of each

allegation and the requirements established under New Jersey law.?

The child sexual abuse information addresses legal matters involving allegations of misconduct in
educational, recreational, residential, and organizational environments. These cases may involve claims
against individual defendants as well as separate questions concerning institutional supervision, employee

screening, internal reporting procedures, and responses to previous complaints.

New Jersey's Child Victims Act, enacted in 2019, changed the statute of limitations applicable to many civil
claims involving childhood sexual abuse. Under the legislation, individuals who experienced qualifying abuse
as minors generally may bring civil claims until age 55 or within seven years of discovering the relationship
between the abuse and resulting injuries, whichever is later. The applicable deadline depends on the

circumstances of the claim and relevant legal provisions.

The legislation also established a temporary two-year period for certain previously time-barred claims. That
period began on December 1, 2019, and concluded on November 30, 2021. Although the temporary filing

period has expired, other statutory provisions continue to govern the filing of qualifying civil actions.

Civil litigation concerning childhood sexual abuse may involve allegations of negligent hiring, retention,
supervision, or other failures by organizations responsible for overseeing personnel. Schools, religious
institutions, childcare operators, residential facilities, and youth programs may be subject to legal examination
when allegations involve individuals associated with their operations. Whether an institution bears

responsibility depends on the evidence, applicable law, and duties established in the particular case.

Evidence in these proceedings may include personnel records, institutional policies, internal communications,
incident reports, and documentation of previous complaints. Witness statements and records establishing the
relationship between an institution and an accused individual may also become relevant. Courts consider
such materials when assessing disputed facts and determining whether the legal elements of a claim have

been established.

The differences between criminal and civil proceedings are another component of the legal information.
Criminal prosecutions address alleged violations of criminal law, while civil proceedings determine liability
and potential remedies under applicable legal standards. A civil claim does not necessarily require a criminal

conviction, although the circumstances of related proceedings may affect the available evidence.

Survivors of Abuse NJ represents individuals in civil matters involving allegations of sexual abuse throughout
New Jersey. The practice addresses claims arising in educational institutions, medical settings, childcare

facilities, youth organizations, and other environments where questions of individual and organizational



responsibility may arise. Its legal work includes reviewing potential claims, examining relevant

documentation, and addressing procedural requirements.

Joseph L. Messa, Jr., Esq., was admitted to practice law in New Jersey in 1989 and is a founding partner of
Messa Law. His professional background includes civil litigation involving personal injury and institutional
misconduct allegations. Information about the attorney's professional history and the firm's litigation activities

is available through the firm background.

The practice maintains an office at 2000 Academy Drive, Suite 200, in Mt. Laurel, New Jersey. Its operations
include reviewing civil matters involving alleged misconduct by individuals and questions concerning the legal
obligations of affiliated institutions. Case evaluations examine factual circumstances, potential defendants,

available evidence, and applicable procedural requirements.

The informational update also addresses the role of legal counsel in evaluating filing deadlines and reviewing
the legal responsibilities of organizations associated with alleged misconduct. These considerations can
involve historical records, institutional policies, and statutory provisions governing civil proceedings.
Additional information about the practice and its areas of representation is available through the Survivors of
Abuse NJ website.
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For more information about Joseph L. Messa, Esq. - The Abuse Lawyer NJ, contact the company
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Joseph L. Messa, Esq. - The Abuse Lawyer NJ

Joseph L. Messa, Esq. - The Abuse Lawyer NJ is an experienced attorney that helps survivors of sexual assault and
child sexual abuse get compensation and justice through civil lawsuits throughout New Jersey.

Website: https://survivorsofabusenj.com/

Email: joe@survivorsofabusenj.com

Phone: (848) 290-7929




