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Hanks & Peterson Releases Salt Lake City Family Law
Guide

October 14, 2026

SALT LAKE CITY, UT - October 14, 2026 -

Hanks &amp; Peterson, P.C. has released a detailed informational guide titled "Navigating Family Law in Salt
Lake City: Insights from Experienced Attorneys" to outline the legal, statutory, and procedural frameworks
governing domestic litigation in the state. Retaining a qualified family law attorney in Salt Lake City, UT,
provides individuals with essential legal clarity when navigating complex domestic disputes, contested
custody hearings, and property division filings within the Third Judicial District Court. The newly published
guide examines the statutory requirements that define family law proceedings, offering concrete insights into

court filings, evidentiary preparation, and procedural deadlines.

The guide reviews the primary factors Utah courts consider when resolving custody disputes and establishing
physical and legal custody arrangements under Utah Code Title 30, Chapter 3. In particular, the publication
details how judges evaluate the best interests of minor children pursuant to Utah Code Section 30-3-10,
weighing specific factors such as past caregiving roles, parental cooperation, emotional bonds, and
geographic proximity between residences. It also breaks down the standard parent-time schedule defined in
Utah Code Section 30-3-35, the expanded parent-time guidelines outlined in Section 30-3-35.1, and the

operational differences between sole and joint legal custody configurations.



In addition to custody matters, the publication addresses the complex financial aspects of marital dissolution,
including equitable asset distribution, marital debt allocation, and spousal support determinations under Utah
Code Section 30-3-5. The text clarifies how district courts distinguish between separate property acquired
prior to marriage and commingled marital assets, addressing the specific valuation challenges associated
with real estate, retirement plans, privately held business interests, and high-net-worth marital estates. The
guide also details the statutory formulas utilized to calculate child support obligations based on gross monthly

parental incomes and annual overnight parent-time distributions.

"Family court proceedings require thorough preparation, strict adherence to deadlines, and an objective
understanding of statutory rules,"” said Nathan Peterson, partner at Hanks &amp; Peterson. "Our objective in
creating this reference material is to present the governing Utah statutes and courtroom procedures in a
clear, accessible format. Understanding the legal criteria that judicial officers apply to child custody and
financial disclosures enables individuals to make practical, well-informed decisions throughout each stage of

litigation."

The publication also examines recent legislative adjustments enacted by the Utah State Legislature impacting
domestic relations cases, including updates to statutory parent-time provisions and formal revisions to
mandatory domestic mediation requirements under Rule 101 of the Utah Rules of Court-Annexed Alternative
Dispute Resolution. The resource analyzes how these legislative revisions affect both initial divorce decrees
and subsequent post-decree petitions to modify child support or custody orders due to a substantial and

material change in circumstances.

Furthermore, the guide outlines mandatory pre-trial obligations, placing specific emphasis on Rule 26.1 of the
Utah Rules of Civil Procedure, which governs financial disclosures in domestic cases. The resource
emphasizes that timely compliance with financial declaration requirements?including exchanging federal and
state tax returns, recent pay stubs, bank statements, and debt summaries?is mandatory for resolving

disputes and avoiding evidentiary sanctions.

By providing objective information regarding divorce filings, parent-time disputes, and statutory support
obligations, the publication serves as an educational resource for individuals entering the court system.
Consulting a dedicated family law attorney in Salt Lake City, UT ensures that court filings, discovery
responses, and proposed decree provisions adhere to state procedural mandates and evidentiary standards.
The comprehensive publication is accessible to the public on the firm?s website.
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