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Northern Lights Documents Permanent Soffit Lighting

Placement Relative to Roofline Drainage Systems

October 20, 2026

APPLETON, WI - October 20, 2026 -

Permanent outdoor LED lighting systems require coordination with the existing exterior structure of a property
so that fixture placement does not interfere with the gutters and drainage pathways that manage rainwater
runoff. Northern Lights documents that its permanent lights are installed under the soffits so they remain
discreet and out of the way of gutters and the flow of rainwater or roof runoff. This placement is described in
the company?s official materials as part of its current approach to exterior lighting installation for residential
and commercial properties. The method accounts for the existing architecture rather than treating the lighting

hardware as an isolated addition.

Soffits and gutters occupy neighboring positions along the eave. The soffit forms the underside of the roof
overhang, while the gutter is mounted at the outer edge to collect and channel rainwater away from the
building. These components perform distinct functions. Because runoff from the roof surface follows a defined
path toward the gutter, any exterior lighting installation must take both the physical space occupied by these
elements and the continued movement of water into account. Northern Lights describes its smart soffit
lighting as designed to blend with a home?s architecture, with fixtures intended to remain discreet during

daylight and to provide a clean, integrated appearance.



According to the company?s frequently asked questions, the installation team is careful that the lights do not
interfere with gutters or drainage. Permanent lights are installed under the soffits so they stay out of the way
of how rainwater or runoff flows off the roof. This positioning is presented as a means of retaining the normal
function of the existing drainage components. The lighting system is installed as a separate element.
Northern Lights does not list gutter repair, drainage redesign, or water-management engineering among its
services. The documented intent is limited to avoiding interference with the established path of roof runoff

while achieving architectural integration.

Roofline configurations differ across properties. Variations in overhang depth, gutter style, and the
relationship between fascia and soffit can influence where lighting tracks are located. Northern Lights
indicates that professional installation accounts for the existing architecture of each home so the system
integrates with the exterior features present. No universal clearance measurement or single mounting
specification is provided. Instead, the emphasis remains on under-soffit placement that supports both
architectural integration and clearance from the gutter line. Official descriptions note that the permanent
lighting system is water- and weatherproof and engineered to withstand Wisconsin weather conditions. The

company also states that its entire system has received CSA certification.

The under-soffit location supports the nearly invisible daytime appearance described in company materials.
Permanent LED lighting is characterized as mounted discreetly along the roofline or soffits, remaining in
place year-round and becoming visible primarily when illuminated at night. This consideration of drainage
clearance and daytime discretion is addressed within the overall installation plan. The system is designed for

fixed placement rather than seasonal attachment near the outer edge of the eave.

?Installation planning begins with an evaluation of the existing roofline and the arrangement of the gutters
already in place,? said Amber Ruffing, Owner of Northern Lights. ?Each property presents different overhang
depths and architectural details, so the placement of the lighting tracks is determined by those existing

features rather than by a standard template.?

Unlike temporary decorative lights that are typically hung or clipped near the outer edges of the eave, the
permanent system is mounted under the soffits. This difference in location is one reason the installation
documentation focuses on clearance from the gutter path. The fixtures remain in a fixed position relative to

the structure once the system is installed, without requiring annual attachment or removal.

?Leaving the normal flow of rainwater or roof runoff unaffected is a separate requirement from the visual
integration of the fixtures,? said Timothy Hales, Owner of Northern Lights. ?Positioning the lights under the
soffits allows the existing drainage components to continue operating as they did before the lighting system

was added.?



The documented method therefore treats lighting placement, architectural integration, and the continued
function of existing gutter drainage as distinct factors that are accounted for during installation. Permanent
soffit lighting installation around gutters is handled through under-soffit positioning intended to preserve both
the clean daytime appearance of the exterior and the established path of rainwater runoff. The approach
centers on coordinating the lighting hardware with the structure already present rather than modifying the

drainage system.

Northern Lights specializes in permanent outdoor LED lighting for residential and commercial properties
throughout Northeast Wisconsin. Its service categories include smart soffit lighting, landscape lighting, string
and patio lighting, and commercial permanent lighting. The company developed from a shared interest in real
estate and exterior design, with a goal of improving the appearance and functionality of properties after dark.
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Northern Lights

Northern Lights is an Appleton, WI based exterior lighting company specializing in smart, permanent outdoor lighting.
We design elegant solutions that enhance beauty, safety, and functionality, bringing homes and businesses to life after

dark year round.
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