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Deck Plans
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HARTFORD, CT - October 23, 2026 -

Connecticut's planned 2026 building code did not take effect on its expected July 1 date. The state says
legislative review is still pending, a distinction that matters to Hartford homeowners planning a new deck or
porch and trying to decide which rules their drawings must meet. Hemlock Decks &amp; Porches advertises
deck and outdoor construction in the state. The delayed code is a state development, not an announcement

that the company has opened an office or introduced a new permit service.

The Department of Administrative Services' code-adoption page says the effective date was delayed while
the next state building, fire safety and fire prevention codes await approval by the General Assembly's
Legislative Regulation Review Committee. Its list of anticipated model codes includes the 2024 International
Residential Code. Anticipated adoption is not the same as an effective Connecticut code. A homeowner who
finds a provision in the proposed package should not assume it already governs a deck submitted for

approval today.

The state says the new codes will apply to projects for which a permit is applied for after their eventual
effective date. That makes the application date relevant, but it does not create a guaranteed cutoff while the
state has not set a new effective date. Starting a sketch, choosing decking or requesting a price does not
establish which code a later application will be reviewed under. Owners with a project that may span a code

transition should ask the city which adopted provisions apply when they are ready to file.

The city has its own review path in addition to the state code question. Its homeowner permitting guide
describes zoning-compliance review before the building application for new, replacement and expanded
decks. A site plan can show where the proposed structure will sit in relation to the house and lot. Drawings
also need to communicate the construction being proposed, not merely the way the finished deck might look

from the yard.



The distinction between design and permit documentation remains useful. A homeowner may need help
choosing the footprint, access and materials before a technical drawing can accurately describe the build. A
rendering can help people compare layouts; it is not by itself a structural submission or a city approval. The
appearance of a deck and its structural details belong in the same planning conversation, even though

different documents may serve different purposes.

A deck, a roofed porch and a patio also are not interchangeable applications. An elevated structure attached
to a house raises questions about its supports and connections. A porch roof adds another part of the
building to describe. An at-grade patio can involve different site questions. The correct filing cannot be
reduced to a universal height threshold copied from a general article; the proposed work and city's

determination control.

The building-and-trades permit page explains how applications enter the city's review. It says the Planning
Division has up to 30 days to respond to a completed application, although permits are typically issued
sooner. That is the city's description of its process, not a guaranteed construction start date. Incomplete or
changed plans may call for further information, and a contractor cannot promise an approval merely by

preparing a drawing.

For an owner comparing a new deck with a covered porch, the useful first conversation is about what will
actually be built and where. The site, the intended structure and the documents requested for that proposal
should line up before a schedule is treated as firm. If the code changes while planning is under way, the city

and state adoption record, rather than an undated design template, provide the current answer.

Hemlock's site describes existing deck and outdoor-construction work in this market. The state code delay
changes the information a property owner must check during planning; it does not mean that an individual
design has been approved or that a new service has begun. Homeowners can consult the state adoption
record and the city's permitting office as the proposal takes shape, particularly if filing may occur after the
next code takes effect.
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For more information about Hemlock Contracting of CT, contact the company here:Hemlock Contracting of
CTTeddy Labonte+17743555904teddylabonte@gmail.com90 Margarita Dr, Hartford, CT 06106, United

States



Hemlock Contracting of CT

Family Owned Contracting company based in Hartford CT specializing in Decks , Porches , Additions and Roofing!

Website: https://hemlockcontractingco.com/deck-builder-hartford/

Email: teddylabonte@gmail.com

Phone: +17743555904




