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FEMA's 2026 National Preparedness Month took place in September under the theme "Americans Stand

Ready." HD Decks and Exteriors describes deck and outdoor-structure services on its public website in

Virginia. The federal observance encourages general emergency preparedness; it is not a FEMA

endorsement of this contractor, its inspections, or a particular deck checklist. The occasion offers a useful

prompt to distinguish general preparedness from a structural diagnosis at an individual home, which requires

site-specific professional judgment.

The International Code Council advises owners to pay attention to the way an attached deck connects to the

home. Its deck-safety discussion distinguishes a positively attached ledger from a connection relying on nails

alone, and recommends professional evaluation where the condition of an existing ledger is uncertain. That is

more specific than saying every deck will fail in a storm. The actual structure, its age, exposure, materials and

attachment all need to be evaluated before anyone can assess its condition.



A visual check from a safe location can identify obvious concerns such as a ledger pulling away, missing

connectors, loose stairs, movement in a guard, visible corrosion or damaged wood. The absence of an

obvious defect is not proof of structural adequacy. The ICC's safety material describes a continuous load path

through members and connections, but hidden framing cannot be declared sound from a surface inspection.

Homeowners should avoid using or loading a deck that appears unstable and consult an appropriately

qualified professional about concerning conditions.

Water exposure can affect both wood and metal connectors. Flashing is intended to manage water at the

house-to-deck interface; damaged or missing flashing can warrant closer evaluation of concealed material

behind it. Rust visible at a connector warrants examination of the hardware and its installation, not an

immediate conclusion that a specific storm would cause failure. A qualified evaluation can distinguish

cosmetic staining from deterioration, determine whether an attachment is accessible and identify any repair

or replacement that needs a permit.

Joist hangers, beam-to-post connections and post-to-footing attachments are points along a deck's load path,

though inspection scope varies with the structure and access. A contractor should describe which

components were actually examined rather than imply every concealed connection was checked. There is no

universal visual threshold called "storm-ready condition." A useful inspection record would state observed

defects, access limits and the basis for any repair recommendation without certifying a structure against an

unspecified future wind event.

Outdoor features attached to a deck may add load or present more surfaces to the wind. A pergola, privacy

wall, gazebo or roof cover should be evaluated as built, including its attachments and the loads used in its

approved design. Adjustable louvers do not establish that an entire structure is storm resistant; the actual

product specifications and approved connections matter. Product operation is subject to the manufacturer's

instructions and the particular installation, not a general safety promise in a news release.

The National Weather Service advises people to monitor forecasts and take shelter when thunder threatens.

Structural inspection is a planning activity for safe conditions, not something to perform during a storm or on a

visibly unstable deck. When warnings are issued, personal safety and official emergency instructions take

precedence over property inspection. Owners can document concerns once conditions are safe and have an

expert assess structural damage before putting the area back into use.

September's preparedness campaign is an occasion for general safety planning. It does not certify the

condition of any particular structure. A homeowner should ask for an inspection scope, the professional's

qualifications and a written description of observed defects when commissioning an evaluation. A claimed

project count, manufacturer credential, rating or warranty should likewise be assessed against a current,

identifiable source and the actual written terms rather than assumed to establish structural performance.



 

###

For more information about HD Decks &amp; Exteriors, contact the company here:HD Decks &amp;

Exteriors - MidlothianGraham Perry Snr.admin@buildhd.com14321 Winter Breeze Dr, Midlothian, VA 23113,

United States

HD Decks & Exteriors

HD Decks and Exteriors is a family-owned Class A contractor serving Northern Virginia, Richmond and Maryland. The

company designs and builds decks, patios and porches, along with roofing, siding and exterior remodeling. Ranked

#153 on the HIP 200 list.

Website: https://www.buildhd.com/
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