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Georgia's seasonal outdoor-burning ban ended October 1 in Fulton, DeKalb and other counties, while federal

forecasters warned of elevated fire danger during dry afternoons later in the month. The developments bring

a practical layout question into focus for Go To Guy Home Services, an Atlanta-area builder of decks and fire

features. The end of a seasonal ban does not establish that an individual fire pit is safe or permitted.

The U.S. Fire Administration, part of FEMA, advises using outdoor fireplaces, chimineas and fire pits at least

10 feet from a home or anything that can burn. It separately advises keeping grills well away from siding and

deck railings and out from under eaves and overhanging branches. These are federal safety

recommendations, not a permit or a substitute for local rules. They make the flame's location a design

question before seating, a pergola, a kitchen and a deck are fixed on a plan.

A fire pit positioned for a view can leave little room between the flame and a wood railing, privacy screen,

planter or roof edge. Moving seating farther from the house does not solve the problem if a combustible

feature is next to the pit. On a proposed layout, the distance to the nearest combustible surface matters in

every direction, not just toward the back door. Overhead elements and later additions also merit review.

USFA's distance advice differs by fire type. It recommends at least 25 feet between a campfire and

combustible surroundings, versus 10 feet for a fire pit, chiminea or outdoor fireplace. Neither figure is

permission to install a feature beneath a covered porch; the equipment, its instructions and local

requirements must also be considered.

Go To Guy Home Services offers decks, outdoor kitchens, gas fire pits and wood-burning fireplaces in the

Atlanta area. A grill beneath an eave presents a different concern from a fireplace beside a seating wall.

USFA advises placing grills away from siding and deck railings, not on a porch or balcony, and keeping

children and pets three feet back. That zone keeps people away from a grill; it is not a construction clearance.



For wood-burning fires, USFA recommends a metal screen to keep sparks from floating out, close

supervision of children, and fully extinguishing the fire before leaving the yard. A drawing can reserve a

workable route around the feature rather than crowding chairs against its edge. Planting, screens and

movable furniture can alter the available space after construction. A well-spaced installation still does not

authorize a fire when weather or local restrictions make burning unsafe or prohibited.

The October 1 change concerned a seasonal air-quality restriction on outdoor burning in 54 counties. The

Georgia Forestry Commission still cautions people to heed weather and local rules. On October 20, the

National Weather Service's Peachtree City office forecast elevated fire danger for the following afternoons

and urged checks with local burn-permitting authorities. That forecast does not describe conditions

indefinitely; people should check current conditions before lighting any outdoor fire. Yard-debris burning,

recreational fires and installed gas appliances are not one permit category.

In Atlanta, fire prevention is governed by state standards and the city's adopted fire code, not by a federal tip

sheet. Applicable placement, fuel, appliance, gas or electrical requirements can vary with the device and the

property, including whether a covered structure is involved. A homeowner considering a new feature should

have the site and proposed equipment reviewed against current local requirements before construction and

operation, rather than assume that a diagram satisfying the USFA's general distance advice resolves the

legal question.

Go To Guy Home Services provides decks, porches, outdoor kitchens, and fire features in the Atlanta area.

Projects combining covered spaces, cooking equipment, and fire features require careful consideration of

combustible materials, equipment clearances, and access around the installation. Federal fire-safety

guidance can inform early layout decisions, while manufacturer instructions and applicable local requirements

determine what is appropriate for a particular property.
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Go To Guy Home Services is an Atlanta-based custom deck builder and outdoor living specialist serving homeowners

across the Metro Atlanta area.
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