Hometown Deck Builders Advises Composite Deck

Snow Care Before Measurable Snow Begins

October 29, 2026

SLINGER, WI - October 29, 2026 -

Hometown Deck Builders is reminding homeowners to check their decking care instructions before
measurable snow arrives. NOAA?s October 15 winter outlook expects a warmer-than-average winter across
the Midwest. For Slinger-area composite deck owners, that outlook is a reason to review winter care

requirements, not a prediction of snow on a specific date.

The NOAA outlook covers December 2026 through February 2027. It describes the likelihood of broad
temperature and precipitation patterns rather than conditions on a particular deck. NOAA notes that snowfall
totals generally cannot be forecast more than a week ahead. A warmer seasonal average, therefore, does

not rule out snow, ice, or slippery walking surfaces on an individual winter day.

For homeowners preparing their decks for winter, the appropriate care depends on the decking material
installed. Hometown Deck Builders works with composite and PVC decking, including TimberTech. Although

these materials are often grouped under the term ?composite,? their care requirements can vary.



Homeowners should check the manufacturer's instructions for their specific boards before choosing

snow-removal tools or methods, helping keep the surface safe to walk on without damaging the decking.

The first step is to learn what surface is actually installed. A current capped composite board, an older
uncapped board, and an advanced PVC board may have different care rules. A manufacturer's current
guidance should be matched to the product and its age. Owners who do not know the brand or collection can
check their project paperwork or ask the original installer before using a cleaner or ice melt. A receipt or

warranty card may name the exact collection. The deck’s color alone may not.

TimberTech's care guide warns that deck surfaces can be slick in freezing weather. It says metal shovels can
harm boards. The same goes for plastic shovels with a metal edge. For ice, the guide permits most products
that contain calcium chloride. It advises against rock salt and gritty ice melts. These are TimberTech rules,

not rules for every composite brand.

Removing snow safely does not require scraping down to the boards at any cost. An owner can keep people
off a slick surface, choose tools that will not gouge it, and follow product directions for any ice melt. The
amount and weight of accumulated snow matter to a deck as a structure, but a weather outlook cannot
establish a safe load for a particular deck. Any concern about unusual buildup or visible movement calls for a

gualified structural assessment rather than a guess based on board material.

An ice product can leave a white residue even when it is compatible with the decking. TimberTech advises
cleaning that residue when temperatures safely permit. Its care guide makes another useful distinction:
current composite and Advanced PVC collections do not share every cleaner recommendation with older
specialty or discontinued products. An owner should not use a general-purpose powder cleaner simply

because a package says it works on composite surfaces.

Winter use also includes stairs and paths from the house. A clear deck surface is of limited use if a stair tread
or landing remains slick. Owners can look at where a downspout sends water, whether melted snow runs
across a walking route, and whether a mat could trap moisture or stain the deck. It helps to keep the route to
a door clear before a storm, rather than carry a shovel across ice later. Any change to drainage or structure

should be judged on the actual site, not blamed automatically on the decking.

The October outlook is a reason to prepare, not a forecast of an approaching Slinger snowstorm. Hometown
Deck Builders' decking information describes the type of decks it builds. Owners can consult the product
guide and their installation records now, then follow a current local forecast when winter weather approaches.

That sequence keeps material care, walking safety, and structural questions in their proper places.
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