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Airlake Collision Center 1 is sharing consumer guidance to help commercial vehicle owners and fleet

managers understand how box truck collision repair options are evaluated after an accident. The October

guidance explains the differences between repairing and replacing damaged components, the importance of

inspecting both the cab and cargo body, and how parts availability can affect scheduling. It provides practical

information for businesses reviewing repair estimates and planning around vehicle downtime.

Box trucks combine a driving cab with a commercial cargo body, creating repair considerations that differ

from those of conventional passenger vehicles. A single collision may affect multiple sections with different

construction and repair requirements. Airlake Collision Center 1 provides commercial vehicle collision repair

services for businesses and fleet operators, with repair planning based on each truck's damage,

configuration, and component condition.

Damage assessment begins by identifying the impact location and affected components. Front-end collisions



may involve the hood, bumper, grille, lamps, and adjoining cab sections. Side impacts can damage cab

doors, cargo box panels, lower body areas, or exterior equipment. Rear collisions may affect cargo doors,

hinges, latches, corners, and steps. Technicians examine visible damage and surrounding components to

determine which areas require further inspection.

Cargo body construction influences whether a damaged component can be repaired or requires replacement.

A shallow dent in a large side panel may be repairable, while torn material, severe deformation, sharp folds,

or damage near attachment points may require another approach. The size of a dent alone does not

determine the repair method. Technicians consider the component's construction, condition, accessibility, and

relationship with adjoining sections before establishing the repair scope.

Rear corners and cargo openings can require particular attention because several components connect in

these areas. A collision near a rear opening may affect adjacent panels, cargo doors, supporting sections,

and installed equipment. Changes in door alignment or difficulty opening and closing can indicate damage

involving hinges, latches, or surrounding body components. Evaluating these areas together helps identify

the appropriate repairs.

Some collision-related damage may remain concealed during the initial inspection. Exterior panels, interior

cargo-area materials, and mounted equipment can restrict access to attachment points or neighboring

components. When necessary, technicians may remove applicable parts to inspect these areas. Additional

findings can result in an estimate supplement documenting newly identified damage, replacement

components, or repair operations.

Repair and replacement decisions are made for individual components rather than the entire cargo body.

One damaged panel may be suitable for repair while another requires replacement. Serviceable equipment

may also need temporary removal and reinstallation to provide access. This approach explains why a single

collision can involve several repair methods without necessarily requiring replacement of the complete cargo

box.

Cab damage requires separate evaluation because its components may differ from those used in the

commercial body. Airlake Collision Center 1's medium-duty truck collision repair work includes configurations

commonly found among box trucks. Depending on the impact, technicians may assess cab doors, hinges,

exterior panels, mirrors, lamps, hood components, and attachment areas as part of the overall repair plan.

Parts identification and availability can influence repair scheduling. Box trucks vary in chassis design, cab

construction, cargo body configuration, rear openings, and exterior equipment. Replacement components

must be identified for the individual vehicle, and sourcing timelines can differ between cab parts and

commercial body components. Additional damage discovered during disassembly may also change parts



requirements and expected completion dates.

Refinishing may be necessary after body repairs or component replacement. Commercial trucks can display

company graphics, lettering, identification numbers, and other markings across damaged exterior sections.

Fleet operators can photograph these features before repairs begin so their original placement and

appearance can be considered during repair planning.

Vehicle downtime is another important consideration for businesses relying on box trucks for deliveries,

service routes, and scheduled operations. Estimated repair labor does not directly represent the total number

of calendar days a truck will remain unavailable. Parts sourcing, supplemental repairs, refinishing, and

reassembly can influence completion schedules. Fleet managers may need to adjust vehicle assignments or

arrange substitutes while repairs are underway.

Maintaining vehicle-specific records can support communication and operational planning. Accident

photographs, estimates, supplements, parts information, and final repair documentation help businesses

follow repair progress. Before completion, applicable repaired panels, cargo doors, cab components, and

exterior equipment can be reviewed as part of the final repair process.

The October guidance emphasizes that box truck collision repairs depend on documented damage and

individual vehicle construction. Understanding assessment procedures, component repair options, parts

requirements, and scheduling considerations can help fleet managers review repair plans and coordinate

business operations following an accident.

About Airlake Collision Center 1

Airlake Collision Center 1 is a commercial vehicle collision repair facility located at 22096 Canton Cir,

Farmington, MN 55024. The facility serves businesses, commercial vehicle owners, and fleet operators

requiring collision repair for medium-duty trucks, box trucks, and other commercial vehicles. Its services

include collision damage assessment, cab and cargo-body repair, component repair and replacement,

exterior body refinishing, and fleet vehicle collision repair.
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Since 2001, Airlake Collision Center 1 has provided expert auto body repair for medium- and heavy-duty trucks in

Farmington, MN. Our skilled team handles minor damage to major collisions, delivering quality repairs to get you back to

business.

Website: https://airlakecollision1.com/

Email: jfowler@collisioncenter1.com

Phone: (952) 985-5567


