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Farmington, MN - October 30, 2026 -

Airlake Collision Center 1 is sharing consumer guidance to help commercial vehicle owners and fleet
managers understand how paint matching affects collision repairs. The October guidance covers paint
identification, existing finish conditions, color variation, adjoining panels, and commercial graphics. It explains
why matching a repaired truck or van involves more than selecting a standard paint color and how
understanding the refinishing process can help businesses review repair estimates, document vehicle

markings, and maintain a consistent fleet appearance.

Commercial fleets often use matching company colors and exterior markings, but vehicles originally finished
in the same color may develop different appearances over time. Sunlight, weather, regular cleaning, previous
repairs, and daily use can affect painted surfaces. Airlake Collision Center 1 provides commercial vehicle
collision repair for businesses and fleet operators in Farmington, Minnesota, including body repairs involving

localized exterior damage and larger commercial body sections requiring refinishing.



Paint identification is an important starting point when collision damage requires refinishing. Commercial
vehicles may have manufacturer-specific paint information that helps establish the appropriate color formula.
However, two trucks appearing to share the same general color can have different formulations or finish
variations. Technicians can use available paint information as a starting reference while evaluating the

damaged vehicle's existing exterior surfaces.

The condition of the surrounding finish also influences refinishing decisions. An older truck may have a
different appearance from a newly painted replacement panel, particularly when neighboring components
have experienced years of environmental exposure. Previous body repairs can introduce additional color
variations. Evaluating the actual vehicle helps technicians account for these differences rather than assuming

the original paint formula will produce an identical appearance.

Lighting and viewing angles can further affect how paint colors appear. A refinished surface viewed indoors
may look different under direct sunlight or cloudy outdoor conditions. Metallic and other finishes can show
variations depending on reflections and viewing position. Examining the repaired area under appropriate

lighting conditions helps assess its appearance relative to adjoining panels.

Repair location influences the refinishing approach. A damaged cab door beside an existing fender may
require different planning from a hood, cab corner, or rear body panel. Paint blending may be considered
when an adjoining surface requires a less noticeable color transition. The appropriate method depends on the
vehicle's finish, surrounding components, and extent of damage rather than applying the same procedure to

every repair.

Large commercial body panels can present additional considerations because they often contain broad,
uninterrupted painted surfaces. For example, a sideswipe involving a box truck may damage a long section of
its cargo body while leaving adjacent panels intact. Technicians can evaluate the affected area, panel
boundaries, and existing finish before determining which surfaces require preparation or refinishing. Graphics

or lettering across the damaged section can further influence the repair plan.

Panel replacement requires coordination between body repairs and paint work. A replacement door or
exterior panel may need fitting and surface preparation before refinishing begins. Proper component
alignment is important because paint cannot correct an improperly fitted part. Serviceable handles, trim,
lamps, mirrors, or exterior equipment may also require temporary removal to provide repair access before

being reinstalled.

Commercial graphics and identification markings are another consideration for fleet managers. Trucks and
vans may display company logos, lettering, stripes, unit numbers, or regulatory markings across painted

surfaces. Photographs taken before repairs begin can document their original appearance and placement.



This information is useful when refinishing affects areas containing business identification or other exterior

features.

Fleet appearance standards should also account for differences between individual vehicles. A newer
delivery truck may have a different finish condition from an older unit that has spent years in outdoor service.
Airlake Collision Center 1's fleet vehicle collision repair work addresses vehicles with different body
configurations and exterior conditions. Paint matching therefore focuses on the damaged vehicle's current

finish rather than assuming every unit in the fleet will look identical.

Repair documentation can help businesses follow the process. Initial estimates, photographs, applicable
supplements, and final repair records can identify the body and refinishing operations involved. Additional
damage discovered during disassembly may expand the repair scope, while replacement parts availability
can affect scheduling. Fleet managers can use these records to understand how refinishing fits into the

overall collision repair process.

The October guidance emphasizes that commercial fleet paint matching depends on the existing finish, repair
location, adjoining surfaces, and vehicle markings. Understanding these factors can help fleet operators
communicate relevant details, review refinishing estimates, and prepare for repairs affecting their vehicles'

exterior appearance.

About Airlake Collision Center 1

Airlake Collision Center 1 is a commercial vehicle repair facility located at 22096 Canton Cir, Farmington, MN
55024. The facility serves businesses, commercial vehicle operators, and fleet managers requiring collision
repair for trucks, vans, box trucks, and other business vehicles. Its services include collision damage
assessment, commercial vehicle body repair, component repair and replacement, exterior body refinishing,
and paint matching as part of collision repair for commercial fleet vehicles.
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Airlake Collision Center 1

Since 2001, Airlake Collision Center 1 has provided expert auto body repair for medium- and heavy-duty trucks in

Farmington, MN. Our skilled team handles minor damage to major collisions, delivering quality repairs to get you back to



business.

Website: https://airlakecollision1l.com/
Email: jfowler@collisioncenterl.com
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