Deck It Compares Four Porch Enclosure Options as

Nor'easter Season Begins
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BOLTON, MA - October 30, 2026 -

An offshore nor'easter prompted hazardous marine conditions and gusty breezes over land in New England
in October. The National Weather Service discussion said the storm was distant and most land areas would
stay dry. For Bolton homeowners, it is a reminder that the season has begun, not a claim that a storm is
heading for their house. Deck It compares four porch choices for ordinary wet and chilly days: a covered

porch, a screened-in porch, a three-season room, and a sunroom.

The state had warned residents ahead of a September nor'easter to secure loose outdoor objects and follow
forecasts. Massachusetts says nor'easters typically occur from October through May and can affect inland
communities. That is a reason to check an existing porch and make longer-term plans, not to buy an
enclosure as a last-minute storm safeguard. None of these four approaches is a guarantee against severe

weather.

The most open of the four options is a covered porch. Its roof provides shade and shelter from ordinary
overhead rain, while the sides remain open to the yard. That is the attraction if the homeowner wants to hear
the outdoors and keep air moving. It also means insects, cold air, and wind-driven rain can get in. Despite its
place in this comparison, a covered porch is not an enclosed room. A homeowner whose main goal is to

close off the sides should look further down the list.

A screened-in porch adds mesh around the open sides. It keeps much of the airflow while making the space
more usable when insects are out. The screen is not glass: it does not seal out cold air or stop rain blowing
sideways. Doors, panel connections, and the way the roof drains matter as much as the choice of mesh. The
company's porch offerings also include screening systems and porch-window panels. Panels can change
how a screened space handles everyday rain and airflow, but suitability depends on the opening and the

proposed system. They are not a promise that every existing porch can be enclosed without other work.



A three-season room puts more between the household and the weather. Windows and screens can allow it
to open up on a mild day and close up when the air turns cooler, or rain blows across the yard. The name
describes its intended seasonal use, not a guaranteed indoor temperature. Before choosing one,
homeowners should consider how the proposed walls, windows, roof, and doors will perform, along with
whether the existing structure can support the design. A three-season room should not be mistaken for a

heated, fully insulated addition just because its windows close.

A sunroom is the more fully enclosed choice. It may make sense when natural light and a stronger separation
from outdoor conditions matter more than the open-air feeling of a porch. Deck It's sunroom service page
discusses insulation and heating as considerations for year-round comfort, rather than treating every
sunroom as automatically suitable for winter use. The design, window system, heating plan, and approvals
determine what a particular room can be. Glass walls by themselves do not establish a storm rating or make

the room a place to shelter during severe weather.

The terms can overlap. A three-season room may include windows, while a covered porch can serve as the
starting point for an enclosure. Decide whether fresh air, insect protection, or cooler-weather use matters

most, then have the existing structure assessed before assuming it can support the new enclosure.

For homeowners with a porch, a seasonal check is more immediate than a new build. Look for loose screens
or windows, doors that do not close properly, damaged roof edges, and places where water collects. Visible
movement or damage calls for an appropriate assessment before the space is used. Follow current official
warnings if a storm is approaching; do not rely on an enclosure as emergency protection. For a future project,
confirm the building requirements that apply to the property and discuss the proposed scope before assuming

a particular finish or schedule.

Deck It is based in Bolton and lists covered porches, screened-in porches, three-season rooms, sunrooms,
and porch-window and screening systems among its services. Homeowners comparing those approaches
can start with how they expect to use the space, then work through the practical limits of the existing structure

and the design they want built.
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Deck It

Deck It is a Bolton, MA based, family-owned custom deck builder serving Central Massachusetts. Founded in 2017 by
Jake and Pat, our team has focused exclusively on decking since 2021

Website: https://deckitnow.com/
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