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PORTLAND, OR - October 30, 2026 - 

Underground Tech announced developments in its approach to manhole rehabilitation, focusing on

infrastructure durability, reduced surface disruption, and environmentally conscious maintenance practices.

The announcement addresses challenges associated with aging underground infrastructure as municipalities

manage increasing demands on wastewater systems. The company?s proposed rehabilitation methods

emphasize extending the service life of existing structures while limiting the excavation traditionally

associated with underground repairs.

The announcement also highlights the growing importance of manhole rehabilitation in OR and other regions

where municipalities must maintain underground infrastructure while managing operational costs. Manholes

provide essential access to sewer networks, allowing maintenance personnel to inspect pipelines, identify

structural problems, and perform necessary repairs. Their condition can influence the reliability of wastewater

collection systems, particularly in communities experiencing infrastructure deterioration or increased service

demands.

With more than 20 years of industry experience, Underground Tech provides sewer rehabilitation and

wastewater infrastructure services, including trenchless repair methods. The company describes its approach

as a way to address deteriorating underground structures without extensive excavation. By concentrating on

the rehabilitation of existing infrastructure, these methods may help municipalities reduce construction-related

disruptions while maintaining access to essential wastewater facilities.

Traditional manhole rehabilitation can involve excavation, structural repairs, and the replacement of

deteriorated components, depending on the extent of damage. Such work may require temporary traffic

restrictions, construction equipment, and additional restoration of surrounding surfaces. Rehabilitation

methods that preserve existing structures can reduce some of these requirements, although the appropriate

repair process depends on structural conditions, accessibility, and project specifications.

Underground Tech?s announcement describes a technology-driven rehabilitation strategy incorporating



specialized materials, liners, and protective coatings. These components are intended to address

deterioration associated with environmental exposure, moisture, and other conditions affecting underground

infrastructure. Material selection remains an important consideration because rehabilitation systems must be

compatible with existing structures and capable of performing under the conditions encountered within

wastewater collection networks.

Manholes experience several forms of deterioration throughout their operational lives, including exposure to

moisture, chemical reactions, groundwater infiltration, and surrounding soil conditions. In wastewater

systems, certain gases and chemical processes can contribute to the degradation of concrete and other

structural materials. Protective rehabilitation systems are commonly used to address these conditions,

although their effectiveness depends on proper preparation, installation, and ongoing maintenance.

The company also identified the preservation of roadways and surrounding infrastructure as an objective of

its rehabilitation approach. Limiting excavation can help reduce the amount of pavement removal and surface

restoration required during certain underground maintenance projects. This consideration is particularly

relevant in developed areas where road access, nearby utilities, and pedestrian movement can complicate

construction activities.

Environmental considerations form another component of Underground Tech?s announced rehabilitation

strategy, particularly its emphasis on reducing material waste and supporting sustainable infrastructure

practices. The company has described carbon-neutral processes and a reduced carbon footprint as

objectives associated with its proprietary techniques. However, the announcement does not provide

independent emissions measurements or comparative project data establishing the extent of those

reductions.

Infrastructure rehabilitation can support environmental objectives by extending the useful life of existing

assets and reducing the need for complete structural replacement. Depending on the repair method,

preserving an existing manhole may limit the consumption of replacement materials and the transportation

requirements associated with excavation. Actual environmental outcomes vary according to construction

methods, equipment, materials, and individual project conditions.

Underground Tech also reported collaborating with engineers and scientists as part of its development of

rehabilitation materials and techniques. The company characterized these efforts as research-driven and

intended to improve the performance of infrastructure restoration methods. The announcement did not

identify the participating organizations, specific research findings, or independently verified performance

results associated with these collaborations.

The broader importance of wastewater infrastructure maintenance extends beyond individual manholes and



sewer pipelines to the overall operation of municipal collection systems. Damaged structures can create

maintenance difficulties, contribute to unwanted groundwater infiltration, and require additional inspections or

repairs. Rehabilitation planning therefore involves evaluating structural integrity, identifying sources of

deterioration, and determining whether repair or replacement is appropriate.

Extreme weather conditions can introduce additional challenges for wastewater infrastructure, particularly

where heavy rainfall and elevated groundwater levels affect underground systems. Water entering through

deteriorated manhole components can increase the volume entering sewer collection networks. Addressing

structural defects and potential infiltration points may help municipalities manage these conditions as part of

broader wastewater infrastructure maintenance programs.

The company?s work in manhole rehabilitation in OR reflects the broader role of localized infrastructure

services in maintaining existing wastewater networks. Underground Tech identifies Oregon as its service

area and describes itself as a locally owned and operated business that is licensed, bonded, and insured.

The company also identifies itself as a certified Madewell applicator, a qualification associated with its

underground infrastructure rehabilitation activities.

In addition to its technical developments, Underground Tech announced the publication of an educational

blog discussing its manhole rehabilitation methodology. The company described the resource as an

explanation of rehabilitation processes and related infrastructure maintenance technologies. Such

educational materials can help industry professionals examine available approaches, understand application

considerations, and evaluate maintenance strategies for deteriorating underground structures.

The announcement further stated that industry commentators had recognized the potential of Underground

Tech?s rehabilitation approach, although it did not identify those commentators or provide supporting

evaluations. Similarly, the company?s discussion of possible nationwide applications should be distinguished

from its stated Oregon service area. The broader adoption of any rehabilitation method depends on local

infrastructure requirements, technical assessments, regulatory considerations, and demonstrated

performance.

Underground Tech?s October 2023 announcement places manhole rehabilitation within the continuing

discussion of infrastructure preservation, maintenance efficiency, and environmental responsibility. Its

proposed use of specialized coatings, liners, and reduced-excavation techniques reflects approaches

intended to extend the service life of existing underground structures. As municipalities evaluate aging

wastewater systems, rehabilitation decisions will continue to depend on documented structural conditions,

project requirements, and the measurable performance of available repair methods.
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