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Siam Legal International Reports New Checked
Baggage Inspection Rules for Flights Departing
Thailand

November 03, 2026

Bangkok, Thailand - November 03, 2026 -

Siam Legal International, a full-service law firm with more than 22 years of experience in Thailand, has
highlighted new checked baggage inspection rules now in force at Thai airports. Since October 16, 2026, the
Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand has allowed authorized airport personnel to open checked luggage without
the passenger being present, with the procedures applying to both international and domestic flights

departing Thai airports.

The purpose of the rules is to stop anything that could endanger passengers, crew, the aircraft, airport
security, or public safety. Weapons, explosives, and illegal goods are prohibited, but some everyday items

can also be dangerous, and power banks are a clear example.

Many travelers pack power banks without thinking twice, yet lithium batteries can overheat, short circuit, or
catch fire, especially in an aircraft's cargo hold. Thailand has already seen this risk. In July 2025, a power
bank caught fire on a Bangkok Airways flight from Koh Samui to Hong Kong, and although the crew

responded quickly, the fire damaged part of the cabin floor and forced an emergency diversion to Bangkok.



A similar incident occurred in February 2024, when a power bank ignited in a seat pocket on a Thai AirAsia
flight from Don Mueang to Nakhon Si Thammarat. The crew extinguished the fire and the aircraft landed

safely. For this reason, power banks cannot be placed in checked luggage and must travel in cabin baggage.

Staff cannot search every suitcase. An inspection is allowed only when X-ray screening flags a suspicious
object, banned article, or item that could affect flight safety. Once a bag is flagged, authorized personnel may

open it in the designated area without calling the passenger back.

The process must be recorded on camera, and a notice of baggage inspection must be placed inside the
bag. The authority has also warned that opening luggage outside these procedures, or by unauthorized

personnel, could amount to a legal offense.

The same process applies whether a passenger is flying overseas or within Thailand. The rules generally do
not cover bags arriving in Thailand from abroad, which are screened under the rules of the airport where the

journey began.

"These procedures give travelers clear protections, as inspections can only take place when screening raises
a genuine concern, and every inspection must be recorded and documented," said Rex Baay, Senior
Immigration Consultant and Operations Manager at Siam Legal International. "A few simple precautions
before departure, such as packing power banks in cabin baggage, using a TSA-approved lock, and

photographing luggage, can make the experience much smoother."

Travelers are advised to fit their checked bag with a TSA-approved lock, which allows authorized security
staff to open and relock the bag using a master key, reducing the chance of damage during an inspection. If a
bag does not have one, officers may still open it if screening raises a concern, and may need to cut the lock

or zipper to gain access.

Photographing a suitcase's contents before closing it, and its exterior at check-in, can help if belongings are
damaged, delayed, or missing. Cash, jewelry, important documents, and essential medication should be kept
in cabin baggage where practical. Siam Legal's Thailand checked baggage inspection update covers each of

these precautions in detail.

If a bag arrives damaged or items are missing, travelers should contact their airline, which remains
responsible for transporting checked luggage. Before flying from Thailand, travelers should also check their

airline's restrictions, keep prohibited items out of checked baggage, and keep a record of what they packed.



Siam Legal International is a full-service law firm with more than 22 years of experience serving foreign and
Thai clients, with offices in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, Phuket, and Pattaya. The firm provides comprehensive
legal support across immigration, property transactions, business law, family law, and litigation.
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