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Australian headquartered mining and civil services firm Global Road Technology (GRT) welcomes the newest

Queensland government guidelines around the management of respirable dust in mineral mines and quarries

into its risk analysis framework. The changes around how qualitative and quantitative risk assessments can

be integrated have broad implications in terms of the ongoing management and suppression of air pollution

caused by mining sites. Critically it will put a renewed impetus on Site Senior Executives (SSE?s) identifying,

analysing and monitoring onsite respirable dust hazards due to the recognition of the health hazard they pose

to workers

Further evidence of the dangers of respirable dust on the health of workers on mining sites was showcased

last week with the Queensland government announcing the updating of its Guideline for the management of

respirable dust in the state?s mineral mines and quarries around the measurement of air pollution and firmly

establishing exposure limits.

Australian headquartered mining and civil services firm Global Road Technology (GRT) welcomes the

updated guidelines around acceptable exposure limits and how the Guidelines for mineral mines and quarries



in Queensland has broadened the framework?s scope to include all respirable dust - previous versions of this

guideline have focused solely on respirable crystalline silica. As an organisation GRT believes that this

approach further validates their commitment to ongoing analysis of acceptable levels of dust exposure via

risk reviews and analysis and focusing on suppression and containment using their solutions and services as

part of the development and implementation of control methods by site senior executives (SSE?s).

For GRT Managing Director Troy Adams, the updating of these guidelines further highlights the dangers of

respirable dust on the health of mining workers and the safety of the communities located nearby mine-sites.

?GRT firmly welcomes the direction provided by the updated Guideline in that it recognises the dangers

poised by dust pollution on the health and wellbeing of workers,? said Mr Adams.

?It also highlights that over time, that workers with sustained and elevated exposure to airborne respirable

dust via inhalation (including very small particles of dust with a diameter less than 10 microns that reach the

deepest parts of peoples lungs) will have profound health impacts. This can include an increased risk of

developing MDLD such as pneumoconiosis, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and lung cancer

- our product suite has been developed specifically to suppress and even eliminate dust to mitigate these

negative outcomes.?

The updated Guidelines provide a structure for SSE?s and other persons onsite to identify, analyse and

monitor risk associated with respirable dust hazards, establish and maintain effective controls associated with

respirable dust hazards and set-up health surveillance for workers exposed to respirable dust hazards.

From a GRT perspective, the critical element of the Guidelines is the renewed focus establishing effective

and reliable respirable dust control measures.

This focus aligns with the emphasis and investment GRT has made in its products, solutions and services

that focus on working with SSE?s and providing them the ability to have the tools they require from the onset

to focus on dust control. The company has specifically formulated and designed dust suppression

technologies that minimise exposure levels to dust while also addressing challenges around water scarcity

and extreme temperature conditions.

It is also using the guidelines outlined by Safe Work Australia, the national policy body responsible for

Workplace Health and Safety (WHS) laws, has instructed Australia?s state governments to halve the

occupational exposure limits (OEL) for silica dust to 0.05 mg/m3 and further reduce the OEL for other mineral

dust from 2.5 mg/m3 to 1.5 mg/m3 to ensure its products meet these requirements.



Assessing risk associated with respirable dust can be a complex process due to the requirement to undertake

specific risk management techniques and GRT ensures that its products meet the needs of operators and the

ability of their products to meet the needs of various stages of a mine?s lifecycle from planning, construction,

operations and end-of-life requirements. The new Guideline outlines the importance of dust suppression due

to the health impacts across all elements of a mine due to each stage requiring a different approach.

GRT General Manager Mr Daniel Grundy firmly believes that the new Guideline is a step in the right direction

and that it validates the approach the firm has taken in developing its products and services working

alongside mine operator to ensure they meet safety requirements.

?Any dust is a health hazard - and once it has entered your lungs, there is no way out!? Mr Grundy said.

?GRT products and services meet the stringent safety and environmental requirements laid down by the

state and federal governments across Australia. Critically, we?ve worked alongside the sector from the onset

to develop our products and tailor them to the needs of the sector from the pit to the port. Proactively

managing respirable dust hazards across the life of a mine provides an opportunity for the operator to reduce

risk and this is where we come in to assist in the reduction of airborne dust using specific products at key

stages of the process cycle - with the overall aim of protecting workers and communities.?

About GRT: 

GRT is an Australian owned company with an international footprint that provides revolutionary solutions to

deliver better and safer infrastructure and operational outcomes across the roads, resources, and rural

sectors.

GRT products and applications have been developed by their own team of engineers and scientists, working

in partnership with leading industry and academic institutions. GRT?s technology can be applied across a

broad range of materials and environments to create durable, safe, and sustainable infrastructure and

operations.

Visit globalroadtechnology.com for further information about the company and its products.
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