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NYC child custody attorneys Martin Mohr and Ethan Steward
(https:/lwww.newyorkfamilylawgroup.com/practice-areas/child-custody-visitation/) release a new article
explaining how a court determines the best interest of a child in New York. The lawyer mentions that the
primary factor in determining which parent will get physical and/or legal custody of a child in New York is the
?best interest? of the child.

According to the article from the NNYC child custody attorneys, ?In a custody dispute, priority is often
awarded to the parent who first gets custody, either as ordered by the court or as part of a voluntary
agreement. For example, if your spouse leaves you for two months and you raise the child without their
presence in your home, the court will take this into account when considering custody, and are likely to award

custody to you, rather than changing it to the other parent.?



The lawyer explains that if one parent is more able to provide necessary childcare, this will be taken into
account when determining custody. The child?s primary caretaker will also be considered during custody. In
a relationship where one parent stays at home to care for the child while the other is working, the

stay-at-home parents will be more likely to have a claim for custody.

Attorney Martin Mohr says that substance abuse will also affect custody arrangements. The courts will always
prefer parents who have no history of any unhealthy or illicit activities that may affect the children?s health,
happiness, and level of care. Emotional stability, mood disorders, and other mental illnesses may also affect

the awarding of custody.

In the article, attorney Stewards adds that if there is evidence of spousal abuse or child abuse, this will reflect
poorly on the responsible party. In addition to potentially facing criminal charges, the accountable parent will

also be more unlikely to get custody.

?If one parent is unemployed and does not have the financial means to provide stable housing, and the other
parent is stable and has adequate housing, the latter parent is more likely to get custody. Courts always try to
keep children together, so if one or more children are already living with one parent, the court is more likely to

award custody to this parent,? says the child custody attorney.
Lastly, the lawyer emphasizes the importance of having a skilled child support attorney when dealing with

matters such as child custody and visitation. A skilled lawyer may be able to help the parents understand

their roles and responsibilities in the divorce and help them come to a favorable agreement.
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Martin Mohr and Ethan Steward, our founders and partners, are passionate family lawyers with more than 30 years of
combined experience in New York family law. With the help of our attorneys, you can protect your interests and your

family.
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