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High electricity prices and rising energy demands are driving Nova Scotia residents to explore alternative
energy solutions, with solar power emerging as a top choice. As of January 2025, electricity rates in Nova
Scotia stand at $0.18094 per kWh?among the highest in Canada?making solar energy an attractive way to
cut costs while reducing environmental impact. To assist homeowners in navigating the transition,
SolarEnergies.ca (SEIC) has released a comprehensive guide detailing the incentives, rebates, and financing

options available in 2025.

Vitaliy Lano, a solar energy expert and founder of SEIC, stated, ?Solar energy isn?t just an investment in
cleaner energy; it?s a strategy to combat skyrocketing electricity costs. Our goal with this guide is to
empower Nova Scotia residents with the knowledge they need to make informed decisions about solar

adoption.?

The surge in interest comes as federal, provincial, and municipal programs make solar installations more



financially viable than ever before. Rebates like the Canada Greener Homes Grant and the Nova Scotia
SolarHomes Program can collectively slash thousands of upfront installation costs, easing the financial

burden for homeowners.

The Canada Greener Homes Grant is a cornerstone of federal support for solar adoption, offering
homeowners up to $5,000 for eligible upgrades. Combined with the Canada Greener Homes Loan, which
provides interest-free financing of up to $40,000, these programs enable residents to transition to renewable

energy without immediate financial strain.

To qualify, homeowners must complete a pre-retrofit EnerGuide evaluation with a certified energy advisor.

Once approved, applications can be submitted through the Canada Greener Homes Portal.

?The interest-free loan program is a game-changer,? Lano expressed. ?For many families, it?s the difference

between considering solar and actually making it happen.?

At the provincial level, the SolarHomes Program administered by Efficiency Nova Scotia offers $0.30 per
watt?up to $3,000 per installation?significantly reducing the financial barriers to solar adoption. Additional
initiatives, such as the Solar for Non-Profits Pilot and the Home Battery Pilot, extend support to organizations

and individuals seeking to maximize energy independence and sustainability.

Farmers, too, benefit from the Agriculture Clean Technology Program, which covers up to 60% of project
costs, capped at $150,000. This targeted support ensures that solar energy adoption aligns with diverse

community needs across the province.

Municipalities are also stepping up. The Halifax Solar City Program provides low-interest, long-term financing
tied to property taxes, spreading the cost of solar installations over 10 years. For homeowners in Truro,
Amherst, and New Glasgow, similar programs like Solar Colchester offer innovative financing options that

ensure affordability remains within reach.

Lano added, ?These municipal efforts are critical. By integrating financing into property taxes, they simplify

the process and make solar a practical option for more residents.?

One of the key strategies for Nova Scotia homeowners is combining federal, provincial, and municipal
programs. This approach can cut installation costs by up to 50%, significantly shortening the payback period.
For example, a 5kW system typically costing $15,000 could see upfront costs drop to $9,500 after applying

for the SolarHomes rebate and Canada Greener Homes Grant.

Over 25 years, this investment could yield cumulative savings of $30,000 to $50,000, depending on future



electricity rate increases. Lano commented, ?Stacking incentives is a win-win for homeowners. It?s not just

about savings today but about long-term financial and environmental benefits.?

High upfront costs and eligibility hurdles remain challenges for some homeowners. Programs like the
Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing and Halifax Solar City bridge this gap by allowing costs to
be repaid over time. For households with shading or structural limitations, community solar initiatives provide

an inclusive pathway to renewable energy.

Lano noted, ?The key is preparation. By understanding the available programs and planning carefully,

homeowners can overcome most challenges and make solar work for them.?

SEIC?s guide outlines essential steps to streamline the solar installation process, including pre-approval,

hiring certified installers, and keeping documentation organized.

Solar installations support Nova Scotia?s commitment to achieving 80% renewable energy by 2030. Each
kilowatt of installed solar capacity offsets approximately 660 grams of CO2 emissions per kWh generated.
This transition not only reduces reliance on fossil fuels but also positions homeowners as contributors to the
province?s sustainability goals.
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Solar Energies In Canada SEIC

SEIC is Canada?s platform for solar energy insights, dedicated to making green living accessible and practical. From
detailed guides to savings calculators, SolarEnergies.ca empowers Canadians to make informed decisions for a
sustainable future.
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