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NICOSIA, CYPRUS ? Dr. Kypros Chrysostomides, a distinguished legal scholar, politician, and human rights
advocate, remains one of the most influential figures in the history of Cyprus? legal system. His extensive
contributions to business law, human rights, constitutional law, and international arbitration have left an
indelible mark on the nation?s legal framework. Even after passing in 2022, his legal philosophy and reforms

continue to shape Cyprus? legal landscape, reinforcing principles of justice, democracy, and human rights.

Dr. Chrysostomides' legacy in the legal field began with his pioneering work in business and corporate law. A
graduate of the University of Athens and the University of Bonn, he specialized in Private International Law
and Business Law, becoming a recognized authority in corporate structuring, taxation, and legal compliance.
His firm, Chrysostomides Advocates &amp; Legal Consultants, which he founded in 1981, set new standards

in legal excellence, offering corporate clients robust legal solutions for decades.

His contributions extended beyond corporate law, influencing constitutional and international law. His widely
acclaimed book, The Republic of Cyprus: A Study in International Law, provided critical insights into Cyprus?

legal standing in international forums and remains a reference point for legal scholars today.

Dr. Chrysostomides was a steadfast human rights defender, dedicating much of his legal career to
advocating for justice and fundamental freedoms. His early work with the European Commission of Human
Rights in Strasbourg saw him investigating human rights violations under the Greek Junta, setting a
precedent for his lifelong dedication to justice. In Cyprus, he played a pivotal role in defending the rights of
refugees and victims of the 1974 Turkish invasion, bringing landmark cases before the European Court of
Human Rights (ECHR). His legal strategies contributed to significant rulings that upheld the rights of

displaced Cypriots, cementing his reputation as a defender of justice.

Beyond the courtroom, Dr. Chrysostomides influenced public policy and governance, serving in various



governmental roles, including Minister of Justice and Public Order (2008) and Government Spokesman
(2003-2005). His tenure in office was marked by efforts to modernize Cyprus? legal institutions, strengthen
law enforcement mechanisms, and uphold democratic values. His resignation as Justice Minister in 2008
after an incident beyond his control was widely regarded as an act of political integrity, setting a rare example

of ministerial responsibility. His principled stance earned him respect across the political spectrum.

As a prolific author and academic, Dr. Chrysostomides shaped legal discourse in Cyprus and beyond. His
numerous international and constitutional law publications continue to influence legal scholars, practitioners,
and policymakers. His final book, International Law: Violation and Decline ? The Puppet State in Occupied
Cyprus, published in 2022, critically analyzed Cyprus? ongoing legal and geopolitical challenges. His
contributions to legal academia were recognized posthumously in 2023 when the University of Cyprus Law
Department hosted a symposium dedicated to his work, underscoring his lasting impact on legal education

and practice.

Dr. Chrysostomides received numerous awards and distinctions throughout his lifetime, including the Grand
Cross of the Order of Phoenix from Greece and the Chevalier and Officier de I?Ordre National du Mérite from
France. In 2020, he was honored with the Cyprus Business Leader Award for his contributions to the legal
profession. In 2023, his legacy was further celebrated as the Cyprus Bar Association and leading legal

scholars gathered for a special tribute, reaffirming his profound influence on Cyprus? legal system.

As Cyprus continues to evolve legally and politically, the principles championed by Dr. Kypros
Chrysostomides remain as relevant as ever. His unwavering commitment to justice, democracy, and human
rights is an enduring foundation for the nation?s legal system. The legal community in Cyprus and beyond
continues to honor his memory, ensuring that his work and values guide future generations of legal
professionals and policymakers.
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Kypros Chrysostomides

Kypros Chrysostomides was born in Kathikas, Paphos in 1942 and studied law at the University of Athens. He continued

his studies at the Luxembourg Law School, where he read Comparative Law.
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