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Dallas, TX ? President Donald Trump's return to office has sparked optimism within the oil and gas industry.
On his first day, Trump signed executive orders aimed at easing environmental permitting and boosting U.S.
fossil fuel production. These policies could potentially redirect investments from clean energy back to
traditional oil and gas sectors like investing in oil and gas wells in Dallas, TX, influencing global energy

markets and investment trends.

Impact on Global Energy Markets: Robert McNally, president of Rapidan Energy Group, described these
executive orders as historic, predicting an improved investment environment due to reduced uncertainty and
risk for oil and gas companies. While the immediate impact of these orders may be limited, requiring
congressional action and facing potential legal challenges, they signify a potential shift in global energy

dynamics.



Recent years have seen a notable increase in investments in clean energy, with solar investments reaching
$500 billion in 2024, nearly matching the spending on oil and gas. Despite this trend towards renewables,
global demand for oil and gas remains robust, estimated at around 100 million barrels per day for oil and 4
trillion cubic meters for gas in 2024. This high demand has led to calls for increased investments to meet
fossil fuel needs. However, industry analysts believe that Trump's orders are unlikely to result in a sudden
surge in U.S. production. Oil and gas companies continue to prioritize profits over rapid expansion, indicating

a more gradual increase in production is expected.

Geopolitical Influences and Market Implications: Trump's executive orders, which include restarting LNG
terminal permits, reopening Arctic drilling, and pausing the Inflation Reduction Act, could favor fossil fuels in
global capital markets. These directives face significant legal and legislative hurdles, complicating their
implementation. The geopolitical context, including potential trade policies and international relations, will also

play a role in shaping the energy market's response to these orders.

For instance, restarting LNG terminal permits could enhance U.S. LNG exports, affecting global gas supply
and prices. Similarly, reopening Arctic drilling could lead to increased oil production in the long term, although
environmental concerns and regulatory challenges may delay these projects. The pause on the Inflation
Reduction Act, which aimed to incentivize clean energy, marks a clear shift towards supporting fossil fuels,

potentially attracting more capital to the oil and gas sector.

Potential Shifts in Investment Trends: The energy sector's investment landscape may see a significant shift
due to Trump's policies. Historically, investments in oil and gas peaked in 2014 but have since declined due
to various factors, including the rise of clean energy and environmental regulations. With Trump's executive

orders, there is potential for a renewed focus on fossil fuel investments.

However, the shift in U.S. policy may also impact future clean energy investment trends. The clean energy
sector, which had been on the defensive during the Biden administration, now faces new challenges. Trump's
memorandum halting new wind project permits, particularly affecting offshore wind developments, has
prompted companies like Equinor and Dominion Energy to assess the implications. Despite these challenges,
Dominion Energy remains confident in completing its Virginia wind project, citing support from bipartisan

leaders and the project's economic benefits.

Data and Projections Supporting Key Points: Oil and Gas Investments: Investments in oil and gas peaked at
around 700 billion in 2014 but decreased to approximately 400 billion by 2024. Despite this decline, global
demand for oil and gas remains strong, with estimates of 100 million barrels per day for oil and 4 trillion cubic

meters for gas in 2024.

Clean Energy Investments: In contrast, solar investments reached $500 billion in 2024, indicating strong



growth in renewable energy sectors. The shift in U.S. policy may affect future investment trends, potentially

slowing growth in clean energy.

Production Projections: While Trump's orders aim to increase U.S. production, industry analysts project a
gradual increase rather than a sharp rise. This projection is based on oil and gas companies' continued focus
on profitability and existing market conditions. Analysts predict a potential increase of 1-2% in oil production
and 0.5-1% in gas production over the next two years, depending on policy implementation and market

dynamics.

Final Considerations: President Trump's executive orders mark a significant shift in U.S. energy policy,
signaling a potential redirection of investments toward traditional oil and gas sectors. While the immediate
impact may be limited due to legislative and legal challenges, these moves could influence global energy
markets and pose new challenges to the clean energy sector. Industry professionals and investors at Eckard
Enterprises Investment Company will be closely monitoring the outcomes of these policy changes and their
effects on energy market trends, particularly in light of geopolitical influences and shifting investment

patterns.
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Eckard Enterprises

Eckard Enterprises, LLC ("Eckard") is a family-owned and operated energy asset management firm, focused on the U.S.
oil and gas industry.
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