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Miami Beach, FL ? The family of a young man who tragically drowned in a public waterway has reached a $2

million settlement with the City of Miami Beach. The case, which stemmed from a fatal drowning incident in

Miami, highlighted critical deficiencies in public water safety measures and underscored the need for

increased oversight and preventative measures in community swimming areas. The settlement represents a

significant step toward justice for the grieving family and serves as a call to action for municipalities

nationwide to enhance their commitment to water safety.

The lawsuit, filed against the City of Miami Beach, alleged that inadequate safety precautions and the failure

to maintain proper warning signs or barriers contributed to the drowning. The attorneys representing the

victim?s family argued that had the city implemented appropriate safeguards, this tragic loss could have been

prevented. This resolution is a testament to the importance of holding governmental entities accountable

when lapses in safety result in preventable deaths.



Michael Haggard, Esq., managing attorney of Aquatic Attorney, which represented the victim?s family,

emphasized the broader implications of the case. ?This settlement is about more than just financial

compensation. It is about ensuring that municipalities prioritize water safety and take the necessary steps to

prevent future drownings. No family should have to endure this kind of preventable tragedy,? said Haggard.

?We hope this case serves as a catalyst for policy changes that will protect lives.?

Drowning remains a significant public health concern, particularly in coastal cities like Miami Beach, where

open water environments pose inherent risks. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

(CDC), drowning is one of the leading causes of unintentional injury deaths, with young children and

individuals unfamiliar with water conditions being particularly vulnerable. Public waterways must be equipped

with clear warning signs, barriers, and emergency response measures to reduce the likelihood of such

devastating incidents.

The victim?s family, though heartbroken by their loss, expressed hope that the settlement would prompt

lasting changes in how the City of Miami Beach and other municipalities address water safety concerns. ?We

don?t want any other family to go through what we have experienced,? a family spokesperson said. ?This

should never have happened, and if our case leads to better safety measures, then our loved one?s death

will not have been in vain.?

As part of the settlement, the City of Miami Beach has agreed to review its public water safety policies and

implement improvements where necessary. Potential changes include increased signage, the installation of

physical barriers in high-risk areas, and improved public education on water safety. Advocates argue that

these measures are critical in preventing future tragedies and ensuring that public spaces are as safe as

possible for residents and visitors alike.

Michael Haggard and his team have dedicated their practice to representing drowning victims and their

families, securing justice, and driving meaningful change in water safety laws and policies. ?Too many lives

are lost each year due to preventable drowning incidents. Municipalities have a responsibility to protect their

residents and visitors by enforcing proper safety measures. This settlement is a strong reminder of that duty,?

Haggard added.

This case also serves as an important reminder for families and individuals to be vigilant around public water

spaces. Whether at a beach, pool, or recreational waterway, being aware of safety risks, understanding water

conditions, and advocating for improved safety measures can help prevent drownings.



For those who have lost loved ones due to water-related negligence, seeking legal guidance can be an

essential step toward achieving justice and pushing for change. If you or a loved one has suffered due to a

drowning accident caused by negligence, contact Michael Haggard, Esq. at AquaticAttorney.com for a free

consultation. Ensuring justice for victims and advocating for stronger water safety regulations remains a top

priority in the fight to prevent drowning-related tragedies.
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