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Australia?s property market is shifting. A model that has gained popularity in the U.S. and Europe ?
build-to-rent (BTR) ? is steadily gaining traction across Australian cities. Once seen as the domain of large
institutional investors, BTR is now drawing interest from private investors looking for long-term rental income

and portfolio diversification.

Supportive planning changes and policy incentives have contributed to the shift. Recent state and federal
reforms, including land tax concessions and streamlined development pathways, have helped create a more
favourable environment for BTR developments. While institutional investment still dominates the space,
private investors are beginning to explore smaller-scale BTR opportunities, particularly in growth corridors

and middle-ring suburbs.



A spokesperson for Safore Group, a property investment advisory firm based in Australia, says the growing
interest in BTR reflects a broader trend toward more stable, income-focused investment models. ?There?s
increasing awareness that professionally managed rental properties can offer consistent returns and

long-term control,? the spokesperson said.

Supply Constraints and Rental Demand

Ongoing housing supply issues continue to drive up rents in many parts of Australia. According to CoreLogic,
national rental values increased by more than 10% over the past year, with tight vacancy rates persisting in

major centres such as Sydney, Melbourne, and Brisbane.

BTR has emerged as one way to help meet demand, particularly in areas where rental pressure is most
intense. As the model expands, investors are paying closer attention to market research and property
sourcing strategies to identify locations with long-term rental resilience. For private investors unfamiliar with
the BTR model, guidance in these early stages can be critical to avoiding underperforming assets or

unsuitable sites.

Complexity Requires Planning

Unlike traditional buy-and-hold approaches, BTR involves longer development timelines and more
operational complexity. Investors often need to navigate planning approvals, assess long-term tenant

demand, and understand how to design assets that meet the expectations of renters.

This complexity has led many investors to seek out development consulting services to support feasibility
assessments, builder selection, and project planning. ldentifying the right location is only part of the equation

? BTR also depends on delivering properties that perform well in both yield and tenant satisfaction over time.

Some investors are also incorporating BTR into a broader asset mix. Through tailored portfolio structuring,
investors can blend BTR assets with traditional residential or commercial holdings to balance risk and

returns. This kind of approach allows for flexibility as market conditions evolve.

Shifting Investor Priorities

Build-to-rent is also reshaping how some investors think about long-term strategy. Rather than focusing
solely on capital gains, there?s growing interest in recurring income, operational control, and asset retention.
For many, this marks a move away from the typical buy-renovate-sell cycle and toward a more sustainable

investment model.



Before committing to BTR, investors often work with advisors to test whether the model fits within their
broader financial goals. Investment strategy development plays a key role in evaluating potential returns,

capital outlay, and time horizon ? particularly for those new to the space.

Looking Ahead

As affordability challenges persist and long-term renting becomes more common, build-to-rent is likely to
become a more visible part of Australia?s housing landscape. While it won?t replace traditional investment

models, it offers a distinct alternative for those willing to take a longer view.

The model also reflects changing tenant expectations ? with demand rising for stable leases, quality

amenities, and professional management ? all of which align with the principles behind BTR.

About Safore Group

Safore Group is an independent Australian property investment advisory firm. The company works with
private investors, professionals, and family offices across the country, offering services including investment
strategy development, development consulting, portfolio structuring, and property sourcing. Safore helps
clients navigate an increasingly complex property landscape with tailored advice and research-driven
planning.
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