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New York, NY ? Survivors of sexual abuse in New York often face uncertainty when it comes to seeking

justice. Many hesitate to come forward due to fear, trauma, or lack of information about their legal rights.

Understanding the statute of limitations for sexual abuse cases is crucial for survivors who are considering

legal action. The laws surrounding these cases have evolved significantly in recent years, with reforms aimed

at extending the time survivors have to file claims against perpetrators and institutions that failed to protect

them. Survivors of Abuse NY, led by Thomas Giuffra, Esq. ? The Abuse Lawyer NY, is committed to ensuring

that survivors are fully informed of their rights and options under New York law.

The statute of limitations defines the time frame within which a survivor can file a lawsuit against their abuser

or a responsible institution. Historically, these laws were restrictive, often preventing survivors from pursuing

legal action if they did not come forward within a few years of the abuse. However, New York has recognized

the unique challenges survivors face in disclosing their experiences, leading to significant legislative changes.

One of the most impactful reforms was the Child Victims Act (CVA), enacted in 2019. This law extended the

statute of limitations for survivors of childhood sexual abuse, allowing them to file civil lawsuits until the age of

55, regardless of how long ago the abuse occurred. The CVA also opened a temporary lookback window



from 2019 to 2021, which allowed time-barred childhood claims to proceed in civil court.

Additionally, the Adult Survivors Act (ASA), signed into law in May 2022, created a one-year lookback window

for adult survivors to file lawsuits, even if their cases had previously been barred by expired statutes of

limitations. That window officially opened on November 24, 2022, and closed on November 24, 2023. As of

2025, the ASA window is no longer open for new claims unless future legislation is introduced to extend or

revive it. Survivors who were unable to file during that period are encouraged to consult an attorney about

whether they may still have viable options under other provisions of New York law.

These legislative changes reflect a broader recognition of the psychological and emotional toll that sexual

abuse inflicts on survivors. Many individuals struggle for years, even decades, before they feel ready to come

forward. Survivors of Abuse NY has worked with numerous clients who initially believed they had no legal

recourse, only to discover that they were still eligible to pursue justice under these reformed laws. Thomas

Giuffra, Esq. ? The Abuse Lawyer NY, emphasizes that no survivor should assume they have missed their

opportunity for legal action without first consulting an attorney. ?The law has changed in favor of survivors,

providing them with new avenues to seek accountability and compensation. It is essential for survivors to

understand their rights and take action if they are ready,? said Giuffra.

While the CVA and ASA significantly expanded opportunities for justice, survivors must still be mindful of

current deadlines. Survivors of childhood sexual abuse may still be covered under the CVA if they are under

the age of 55. In other cases, a legal principle known as the ?discovery rule? may apply, where the statute of

limitations begins when a survivor first makes the connection between their abuse and resulting emotional or

psychological harm. This can provide a path to justice even if the abuse occurred many years ago.

It?s also important to distinguish civil lawsuits from criminal prosecution. New York has eliminated the

criminal statute of limitations for many sexual offenses against children and extended timelines for certain

adult-related offenses. However, civil lawsuits follow separate rules and may offer compensation for damages

such as therapy, medical bills, lost wages, and emotional suffering.

Although the ASA?s lookback window has expired, legal advocacy groups continue to push for legislative

reforms that may reopen the window or create new opportunities for survivors. Survivors of Abuse NY closely

monitors these efforts to ensure clients are aware of every available legal path.

The attorneys at Survivors of Abuse NY are dedicated to helping survivors navigate the complexities of New

York?s legal system. Whether a survivor was abused by a trusted adult, a member of the clergy, a medical

professional, an educator, or another authority figure, legal recourse may still be available. Pursuing a lawsuit



can not only provide financial compensation but also serve as a powerful tool for holding abusers and

negligent institutions accountable.

Survivors of Abuse NY encourages anyone who has experienced sexual abuse to seek legal guidance as

soon as possible. Even if a survivor believes their case may be outside the legal time frame, consulting an

experienced attorney can help clarify their options. Many survivors are surprised to learn that they still have a

viable path to justice. ?Taking legal action can be an important step toward healing,? Giuffra added. ?It?s not

just about financial compensation?it?s about holding wrongdoers accountable and ensuring they can?t harm

others in the future.?

For survivors seeking legal representation or guidance on New York?s statute of limitations, Survivors of

Abuse NY is here to help. The firm offers free and confidential consultations to assess each case and provide

clear, compassionate advice on the best course of action. Survivors can contact Thomas Giuffra, Esq. ? The

Abuse Lawyer NY at (646) 413-6394 or visit their website to learn more about their rights and legal options.

Survivors of Abuse NY remains steadfast in its commitment to supporting survivors and ensuring they have

access to justice, no matter how much time has passed.
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Thomas Giuffra, Esq. ? The Abuse Lawyer NY is a dedicated attorney with extensive experience helping survivors of

sexual assault and child sexual abuse pursue justice and compensation through civil lawsuits.
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