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Missouri Injury Law Firm Launches Statewide

Awareness Initiative on Complex Dog Bite Laws

June 09, 2025

HIGH RIDGE, MO - June 09, 2025 -

ST. LOUIS, MO ? June 10, 2025 ? Missouri Injury Law Firm, a legal practice with a dedicated focus on
personal injury cases, today announced the launch of a new public awareness initiative aimed at educating
state residents about their rights and responsibilities under Missouri's dog bite statutes. This initiative comes
in response to a growing need for clarity regarding the state's stringent liability laws and the complex legal
recourse available to victims. The firm will provide comprehensive resources and enhanced legal support for
individuals affected by dog bite incidents, addressing the significant physical, emotional, and financial

consequences that often result.

The announcement highlights the unique legal landscape in Missouri, which operates under a "strict liability"
statute. This legal framework is a critical point of information for the public, as it holds dog owners responsible
for injuries caused by their animals, regardless of whether the dog has a prior history of aggression. This is a
significant departure from the "one-bite rule" utilized in many other states, which can often shield an owner
from liability for a first-time incident. The firm's initiative seeks to ensure that victims, including those lawfully
on private property or on public land, are fully aware of their legal standing and the pathways to securing

rightful compensation.



Dog bite incidents represent a serious public health issue, with consequences that extend far beyond the
initial injury. Victims frequently face substantial medical expenses, from emergency room visits and
reconstructive surgeries to long-term physical therapy. The emotional trauma can be equally debilitating,
leading to lasting anxiety, fear, and post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Children are especially vulnerable,
often suffering more severe injuries and profound psychological effects. The legal team at Missouri Injury Law
Firm underscored that addressing these multifaceted damages is central to their enhanced service focus. The
compensation sought in such cases is comprehensive, covering not only medical bills and lost wages but

also the significant pain and suffering endured by the victim.

A senior attorney at Missouri Injury Law Firm discussed the purpose behind the initiative. "Navigating the
aftermath of a dog bite is an incredibly distressing experience for anyone, but it is particularly traumatic for
children. Our goal with this awareness campaign is to empower victims with clear, accessible information
about the legal protections available to them under Missouri law. The strict liability statute is a powerful tool
for justice, but many people are unaware of its implications. We believe that an informed public is better
equipped to take the necessary steps to protect their rights. Our role is to provide compassionate, expert
guidance through every stage of the legal process, ensuring our clients' voices are heard and that they

receive the full compensation they are entitled to for their recovery."

The initiative also sheds light on the serious legal repercussions for owners of animals previously identified as
dangerous. Under Missouri Revised Statute 578.024, a dog that has previously bitten a person, resulting in a
fine and damages paid by the owner, is classified as a "dangerous dog." If such a dog attacks again, the
owner faces not only civil liability but also significant criminal penalties. These penalties escalate based on
the severity of the injury, ranging from a class B misdemeanor for a non-serious injury to a Class E felony if a
previous attack also caused serious harm. In the tragic event of a fatality, the owner could be charged with a
Class D felony. The firm stressed the importance of these laws in promoting responsible pet ownership and

protecting community safety.

As part of its public education efforts, Missouri Injury Law Firm is advising victims to take several critical steps
following an incident. The first and most important step is to seek immediate medical attention, as even
seemingly minor bites carry a high risk of infection. Documenting the incident thoroughly with photographs of
the injury and the location, as well as collecting contact information from any witnesses, is also vital.
Reporting the attack to local authorities, such as animal control or the police, creates an official record that is
essential for any future legal action. Finally, identifying the dog and its owner is a necessary component for
filing a successful claim. The firm is now offering free case reviews and consultations to help victims

understand these steps and evaluate their legal options without any upfront financial commitment.



Missouri Injury Law Firm is a dedicated legal practice focused on providing expert representation for personal
injury victims throughout the state. With specialized expertise in Missouri's specific dog bite laws, the firm's
attorneys are committed to securing justice and rightful compensation for their clients. The team combines
deep local legal insight with a proven record of success, ensuring each case is handled with precision and
professionalism. Missouri Injury Law Firm prioritizes the well-being of its clients, offering personalized and
compassionate legal guidance to protect their rights and interests during challenging times.
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Missouri Injury Law Firm

At Missouri Injury Law Firm, our vast experience and knowledge of personal injury law will help to get the results you

deserve. Don?t settle for less.

Website: https://www.injurylawyers-stlouis.com/
Email: help@injurylawyers-stlouis.com
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