Survivors of Abuse NJ Addresses Legal Support for

Transgender Abuse Survivors in New Jersey

October 22, 2025

MT. LAUREL, NJ - October 22, 2025 - PRESSADVANTAGE -

Survivors of Abuse NJ has announced expanded legal initiatives focused on representing transgender
survivors of abuse in New Jersey. The organization, based in Newark, aims to address the complex civil legal
challenges faced by transgender individuals who have experienced abuse in institutional, medical, or

correctional settings.

?Transgender survivors in NJ often encounter systemic barriers when seeking justice, from bias in reporting
processes to inadequate institutional responses,? said Joseph L. Messa, Esq., managing attorney at
Survivors of Abuse NJ. ?0ur commitment is to ensure that every survivor, regardless of gender identity, has

meaningful access to the civil legal system and a clear understanding of their rights.?

The announcement follows a growing recognition of the need for specialized legal support for transgender
individuals affected by abuse. Civil cases involving transgender survivors may include claims related to

assault, discrimination, or negligence by institutions tasked with providing care or supervision. These matters



often require knowledge of both abuse litigation and the state and federal protections that prohibit

discrimination based on gender identity.

Transgender survivors in New Jersey have seen expanded legal protections under both state law and federal
precedents. The New Jersey Law Against Discrimination explicitly prohibits bias based on gender identity or
expression, extending coverage to public and private institutions. At the federal level, Title IX and related civil
rights provisions have been interpreted to include protections for transgender individuals in educational and
correctional environments. Legal representation in these cases often involves addressing violations of

institutional policy, inadequate supervision, or retaliation following reports of abuse.

Survivors of Abuse NJ?s initiative includes outreach to community organizations and advocacy groups to
increase awareness of available civil remedies. The organization has worked to connect survivors with
trauma-informed legal resources, emphasizing procedural transparency and survivor autonomy in litigation
decisions. This approach aligns with broader advocacy efforts in New Jersey to ensure that survivors are not

further marginalized during the pursuit of justice.

Founded in 2010, Survivors of Abuse NJ operates as a legal resource focused on civil litigation for individuals
impacted by abuse in professional, institutional, or medical contexts. The firm?s attorneys have handled
cases involving misconduct by licensed professionals, religious institutions, and healthcare entities. Each
case is reviewed to determine applicable statutory deadlines, evidentiary requirements, and institutional

accountability standards under New Jersey law.

Civil claims in abuse cases can lead to both compensatory outcomes and institutional reforms. In many
instances, litigation prompts reviews of internal procedures, training requirements, and reporting systems
intended to prevent future harm. For transgender survivors, these outcomes contribute not only to personal

resolution but also to broader policy improvements in how institutions address gender-based misconduct.

Survivors of Abuse NJ maintains educational resources that explain civil procedures in abuse-related cases,
including recent legislative changes and available remedies. The organization continues to collaborate with
professional and community networks to strengthen legal access for underrepresented groups throughout the

State.

For more information about Survivors of Abuse NJ and its work in abuse litigation, visit Survivors of Abuse
NJ.
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Joseph L. Messa, Esq. - The Abuse Lawyer NJ

Joseph L. Messa, Esq. - The Abuse Lawyer NJ is an experienced attorney that helps survivors of sexual assault and
child sexual abuse get compensation and justice through civil lawsuits throughout New Jersey.
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