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NEW YORK, NY - November 17, 2025 - 

Survivors of Abuse NY announced the expansion of its sexual assault survivor resources aimed at providing

accessible, trauma-informed information and support to individuals affected by sexual violence. Based in New

York City, the organization developed this initiative to enhance public awareness of survivors? civil rights

under state law and to promote institutional accountability through education and outreach. The expansion

reflects a growing need for accurate, legally grounded guidance as survivors seek to navigate the

complexities of the justice system.

?Survivors benefit most when they have access to clear information about their rights and the legal options

available to them,? said Thomas Giuffra, Esq., attorney at Survivors of Abuse NY. ?Our efforts are designed

to ensure that individuals understand the resources at their disposal and how civil law can serve as a tool for

accountability and healing.?

The newly expanded resources include comprehensive informational materials, educational programs, and



community partnerships focused on civil remedies for survivors of sexual assault. These materials outline the

steps involved in filing claims, the differences between criminal and civil proceedings, and the role of

trauma-informed legal representation. By providing reliable and factual guidance, Survivors of Abuse NY

aims to empower survivors to make informed decisions about their next steps without feeling pressured or

overwhelmed.

Sexual assault cases can arise in a range of settings, including schools, workplaces, medical institutions, and

religious organizations. Civil actions in these cases may target both individual offenders and institutions that

failed to meet their obligations under state law. Courts evaluate whether organizations followed appropriate

supervision and reporting procedures, responded adequately to prior complaints, and implemented policies to

prevent misconduct. By pursuing these cases, survivors contribute not only to their own pursuit of justice but

also to institutional reforms that strengthen future protections.

Recent legislative changes in New York have expanded the rights of survivors seeking civil redress. The

Child Victims Act and the Adult Survivors Act extended the statute of limitations for filing claims and created

special filing windows for cases that were previously time-barred. These laws allow survivors to bring civil

actions regardless of when the abuse occurred, providing new opportunities for justice. Survivors of Abuse

NY?s educational programs explain these statutes in detail, outlining eligibility requirements, filing

procedures, and the protections afforded under each law.

The organization?s expanded resources also include trauma-informed guidance on navigating legal and

emotional challenges during litigation. Survivors of Abuse NY collaborates with mental health professionals,

advocacy groups, and community organizations to ensure that survivors receive the necessary support

throughout their journey. This multidisciplinary approach helps minimize retraumatization while promoting a

more transparent and respectful legal process.

Community education remains a central focus of the initiative. Survivors of Abuse NY conducts seminars and

workshops to inform the public, professionals, and advocacy organizations about civil remedies and survivor

protections under New York law. These events aim to clarify common misconceptions about the legal

process, reduce barriers to reporting, and promote cooperation between survivors and institutional

representatives. Through its educational outreach, the organization seeks to foster a broader understanding

of survivor advocacy and prevention strategies.

Survivors of Abuse NY?s attorneys also work to ensure that survivors? rights are protected throughout the

legal process. This includes explaining procedural requirements, gathering evidence, and ensuring

compliance with confidentiality laws. Each case is approached with attention to both the legal and emotional

dimensions of recovery, emphasizing that the pursuit of justice is part of a broader process of empowerment

and accountability.



Attorney Thomas Giuffra, Esq., has been instrumental in leading the organization?s legal and educational

initiatives. His experience in institutional misconduct and personal injury litigation has contributed to the

firm?s emphasis on ethics, clarity, and survivor-centered advocacy. Under his guidance, Survivors of Abuse

NY continues to expand its reach, offering resources that bridge the gap between legal information and

survivor empowerment.

The organization?s commitment to public education aligns with ongoing statewide efforts to strengthen

protections for survivors and improve institutional practices. As awareness grows, Survivors of Abuse NY

plans to continue updating its resources to reflect evolving laws and community needs. These initiatives

reinforce the organization?s mission of advancing transparency, accountability, and justice for survivors of

sexual assault across New York.

For more information, visit the Survivors of Abuse NY website. To learn more about educational programs

and survivor resources, contact Survivors of Abuse NY directly.
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