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Survivors of Abuse NY announced continued efforts to provide legal support and education for survivors of

child sexual abuse across New York. Based in New York City, the firm represents individuals in civil actions

against perpetrators and institutions that failed to protect minors from misconduct. The organization?s work

underscores the importance of accountability, public awareness, and trauma-informed legal advocacy in

addressing cases of child sexual abuse.

?Children who experience sexual abuse rely on the adults and institutions around them to uphold safety and

accountability,? said Thomas Giuffra, Esq., attorney at Survivors of Abuse NY. ?Our role as a law firm is to

help survivors understand their rights under New York law and to ensure that responsible parties are held

legally accountable for their actions or negligence.?

Child sexual abuse cases often involve both individual and institutional defendants, reflecting the complex

systems in which abuse can occur. Survivors of Abuse NY handles cases involving schools, religious



organizations, youth programs, medical providers, and other institutions where children are placed under

supervision. Civil litigation in these matters examines whether the institution met its duty of care, implemented

appropriate safeguards, and responded properly to complaints. When negligence or misconduct is identified,

survivors may pursue civil remedies that include compensation and injunctive relief aimed at reforming

harmful practices.

The legal process for child sexual abuse cases in New York has evolved significantly following key legislative

reforms. The New York Child Victims Act (CVA) expanded the statute of limitations for survivors to file civil

claims, allowing individuals to pursue justice until the age of fifty-five or within seven years of discovering the

harm caused by the abuse. The law also created a two-year window for survivors whose claims were

previously time-barred. This change allowed many individuals to bring forward cases that had long been

closed to them, establishing a renewed pathway to accountability and recognition.

Survivors of Abuse NY works to ensure that survivors understand how these laws function and how they can

be applied to cases involving institutional negligence. Civil actions brought under the CVA have prompted

schools, youth organizations, and religious institutions to review their policies, report histories of misconduct,

and strengthen internal oversight systems. These outcomes not only provide justice to survivors but also

contribute to systemic changes that prevent future abuse.

The firm?s approach to representing survivors is rooted in trauma-informed legal practice. Attorneys at

Survivors of Abuse NY prioritize compassion, confidentiality, and communication throughout the legal

process. This approach ensures that survivors maintain control over their decisions while being fully informed

about each step of their case. The organization collaborates with mental health professionals, investigators,

and advocacy organizations to provide comprehensive support that integrates legal and emotional needs.

Cases involving child sexual abuse require careful documentation and evidence gathering to demonstrate

liability. Courts in New York often examine institutional records, complaint histories, and employee conduct

files to determine whether organizations acted with reasonable care. Civil litigation in these cases not only

seeks to compensate survivors but also aims to uncover patterns of misconduct that may have gone

unreported. By bringing these issues to light, Survivors of Abuse NY contributes to the broader public

understanding of how abuse occurs and how it can be prevented through proper oversight.

In addition to litigation, Survivors of Abuse NY is actively engaged in public education and community

outreach. The organization hosts informational sessions and produces educational content to help families,

advocates, and professionals understand survivors? rights and reporting responsibilities. These programs

highlight how civil law can complement criminal investigations by providing additional avenues for justice.

Through its educational initiatives, the firm seeks to foster awareness and to support the development of

safer environments for children statewide.



Attorney Thomas Giuffra, Esq., has extensive experience representing survivors of abuse and addressing

institutional negligence in both educational and professional settings. His leadership within Survivors of

Abuse NY has helped shape policies that promote transparency, fairness, and survivor-centered

representation. The firm?s continued work in this area demonstrates an ongoing dedication to the pursuit of

justice for those impacted by abuse during childhood.

Survivors of Abuse NY remains committed to protecting survivors of child sexual abuse through education,

advocacy, and litigation. The organization?s efforts to enforce accountability and improve institutional

practices reflect a broader mission to strengthen public trust and to ensure that survivors across New York

have access to justice under the civil legal system.

For more information, visit the Survivors of Abuse NY website. To learn more about legal advocacy for

survivors of child sexual abuse, contact Survivors of Abuse NY directly.
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