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NEW YORK, NY - December 04, 2025 - 

Survivors of Abuse NY announced ongoing efforts to represent survivors of clergy sexual abuse throughout

New York. Based in New York City, the firm focuses on civil litigation involving misconduct within religious

institutions and related organizations. The initiative reflects the organization?s long-standing commitment to

ensuring accountability for abuse that occurs in positions of authority and trust, as well as to providing

trauma-informed legal advocacy for survivors.

?Clergy sexual abuse cases often involve significant power imbalances and institutional failures that require

careful legal and factual analysis,? said Thomas Giuffra, Esq., attorney at Survivors of Abuse NY. ?Our work

centers on helping survivors understand their rights and ensuring that religious organizations are held

responsible when they fail to protect those in their care.?

Civil cases involving clergy sexual abuse typically include claims against both individual offenders and the

religious institutions that employed or supervised them. Survivors of Abuse NY investigates whether



organizations met their duty of care, responded properly to prior complaints, and followed reporting

obligations under state law. When evidence shows that institutions concealed or ignored allegations, legal

action can be taken to hold them accountable for negligence or complicity. These cases not only seek justice

for survivors but also drive systemic reform within organizations that have historically failed to address

misconduct transparently.

Religious institutions, including churches, dioceses, and affiliated schools, are legally obligated to maintain

environments that protect members of their congregations, students, and staff. Courts in New York examine

whether administrators implemented adequate oversight, conducted background checks, and complied with

mandatory reporting laws. When these standards are not met, organizations can face liability for failing to

prevent foreseeable harm. Civil proceedings in such cases often uncover institutional records and

communications that reveal longstanding knowledge of misconduct or patterns of inaction.

Legislative reforms in New York have strengthened survivors? rights in clergy abuse cases. The Child Victims

Act (CVA), enacted in 2019, extended the statute of limitations for filing civil claims and provided a two-year

window allowing previously time-barred cases to move forward. This law enabled thousands of survivors to

seek justice against clergy members and religious institutions that had shielded perpetrators for decades.

Survivors of Abuse NY continues to educate survivors about the CVA and related laws, ensuring they are

informed about the deadlines, procedures, and remedies available through the civil system.

Civil litigation involving clergy sexual abuse frequently reveals systemic problems that extend beyond

individual misconduct. These issues often include failures in institutional training, inadequate disciplinary

processes, and deliberate efforts to protect the organization?s reputation at the expense of victim safety.

Survivors of Abuse NY?s legal approach involves gathering detailed documentation, interviewing witnesses,

and consulting with experts on institutional accountability. By bringing these cases forward, the organization

seeks not only compensation for survivors but also greater transparency within religious organizations.

The firm?s representation model is guided by trauma-informed principles. Attorneys at Survivors of Abuse NY

ensure that survivors maintain control over their decisions, receive clear communication, and are supported

throughout the process. Collaboration with mental health professionals and advocacy organizations helps

ensure that legal representation is both compassionate and effective. This holistic approach allows survivors

to pursue justice in a manner that respects their experiences and emotional well-being.

Survivors of Abuse NY also engages in public education to raise awareness of institutional misconduct and

prevention measures. Through seminars, partnerships, and community outreach, the organization provides

factual information about survivors? rights and reporting obligations under both state and federal law. These

educational programs promote accountability and encourage institutions to strengthen their policies for the

protection of vulnerable individuals.



Attorney Thomas Giuffra, Esq., has extensive experience representing survivors of institutional and clergy

sexual abuse. His work has contributed to major civil cases that have exposed systemic misconduct and

compelled organizations to adopt reforms. Under his leadership, Survivors of Abuse NY continues to

advocate for survivors? rights and institutional accountability, ensuring that justice is pursued with integrity

and professionalism.

Survivors of Abuse NY remains dedicated to representing survivors of clergy sexual abuse and to advancing

public understanding of the legal tools available to address institutional wrongdoing. Through litigation,

education, and reform efforts, the organization seeks to build safer, more transparent environments in places

of worship and related institutions throughout New York.

For more information, visit the Survivors of Abuse NY website. To learn more about legal representation for

survivors of clergy sexual abuse, contact Survivors of Abuse NY directly.
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Thomas Giuffra, Esq. ? The Abuse Lawyer NY is a dedicated attorney with extensive experience helping survivors of

sexual assault and child sexual abuse pursue justice and compensation through civil lawsuits.
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