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Survivors of Abuse NY announced ongoing efforts to represent survivors of psychiatrist sexual abuse

throughout New York. Based in New York City, the firm handles civil cases involving misconduct by mental

health professionals and institutions responsible for oversight. The initiative underscores the organization?s

commitment to protecting patient rights, promoting accountability, and increasing awareness of the legal

remedies available to those affected by professional abuse in clinical settings.

?Psychiatrist sexual abuse represents a profound violation of trust within a professional relationship,? said

Thomas Giuffra, Esq., attorney at Survivors of Abuse NY. ?Our work focuses on ensuring that survivors

understand their legal rights and that those in positions of authority are held accountable under both state

and civil law.?

Cases involving psychiatrist sexual abuse often arise when practitioners exploit the vulnerability of patients

during treatment. These incidents can occur through coercion, inappropriate contact, or manipulation of the



therapeutic relationship. Survivors of Abuse NY represents individuals in civil actions against psychiatrists

and the institutions that employ or supervise them, including hospitals, clinics, and private practices. The

organization?s legal approach focuses on determining whether those institutions implemented proper

oversight, responded to complaints, and followed required professional and licensing standards.

Under New York law, healthcare professionals, including psychiatrists, are bound by strict ethical and legal

obligations to maintain professional boundaries with patients. When these standards are violated, survivors

may pursue civil claims for damages in addition to any disciplinary or criminal proceedings. Civil litigation

examines whether the practitioner?s actions violated professional codes set by the New York State Office of

Professions or the Department of Health, and whether the employing institution failed to take appropriate

preventive measures or ignored prior misconduct reports.

Survivors of Abuse NY?s legal representation model combines trauma-informed advocacy with precise

understanding of professional negligence and institutional liability. The firm?s attorneys collaborate with

medical experts and investigators to review treatment records, professional conduct histories, and internal

documentation. This approach allows survivors to pursue justice while contributing to systemic reform in the

medical field. When negligence or misconduct is proven, civil actions may lead to compensation for emotional

distress, therapy costs, and other related damages, as well as institutional reforms that improve patient

safety.

Psychiatrist sexual abuse cases often highlight the complex balance between professional authority and

patient vulnerability. The trust inherent in therapeutic care can make it difficult for survivors to report

misconduct or to recognize that the relationship has become exploitative. Survivors of Abuse NY works to

ensure that clients are fully informed of their rights, that reports are handled confidentially, and that survivors

maintain control over their legal decisions. The firm?s trauma-informed approach helps reduce

retraumatization during the legal process while preserving the accuracy and integrity of each case.

New York?s legislative framework provides multiple avenues for survivors of sexual abuse by professionals

to seek justice. Civil actions can be filed under state tort law, professional negligence statutes, or broader

abuse-related provisions under the Child Victims Act (CVA) and Adult Survivors Act (ASA). These laws

extend time limits for survivors to bring claims and establish special filing windows for cases that were

previously barred by expired statutes of limitation. Survivors of Abuse NY educates clients on how these laws

apply to psychiatrist abuse cases and how survivors can pursue both personal accountability and institutional

reform.

The organization also engages in public education to help survivors, advocates, and healthcare professionals

understand the legal and ethical implications of psychiatrist sexual abuse. Through seminars, publications,

and partnerships with advocacy groups, Survivors of Abuse NY promotes awareness of the warning signs of



professional misconduct and the procedures for reporting abuse. These initiatives aim to strengthen

institutional compliance and to prevent future incidents within the mental health care system.

Attorney Thomas Giuffra, Esq., has extensive experience handling cases involving professional misconduct,

institutional negligence, and civil rights violations. His work in psychiatric and medical abuse litigation has

contributed to improved awareness of the responsibilities professionals hold toward their patients. Under his

leadership, Survivors of Abuse NY continues to combine legal advocacy with educational outreach to

promote transparency and accountability across healthcare institutions.

Survivors of Abuse NY remains committed to protecting survivors of psychiatrist sexual abuse and to

improving the standards of professional conduct in New York?s medical community. Through legal

representation, public education, and collaboration with advocacy organizations, the firm continues to

advance its mission of justice and institutional reform for survivors across the state.

For more information, visit the Survivors of Abuse NY website. To learn more about legal representation for

survivors of professional misconduct, contact Survivors of Abuse NY directly.
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