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Survivors of Abuse NY announced ongoing efforts to provide legal support and educational resources for

transgender survivors of sexual abuse throughout New York. Based in New York City, the organization

represents survivors in civil cases involving institutional misconduct, discrimination, and violations of state

and federal protections. The initiative reflects the firm?s mission to promote equal access to justice for all

survivors, regardless of gender identity or expression, while emphasizing trauma-informed representation and

public education.

?Every survivor deserves equal protection under the law, and that includes individuals in the transgender

community who often face additional barriers to justice,? said Thomas Giuffra, Esq., attorney at Survivors of

Abuse NY. ?Our work focuses on ensuring that all survivors are treated with dignity and that institutions meet

their legal obligations to prevent and respond appropriately to abuse.?

Transgender survivors of sexual abuse frequently encounter unique legal and institutional challenges,



including discrimination, inadequate reporting procedures, and failures in protective oversight. Survivors of

Abuse NY assists individuals in navigating both civil claims and institutional grievance systems when

misconduct occurs in schools, healthcare facilities, detention centers, or other environments where

professional responsibility and supervision are required. The firm evaluates whether institutions acted within

their duty of care, enforced appropriate anti-discrimination policies, and complied with state and federal laws

protecting against gender-based violence.

Civil claims brought by transgender survivors often involve not only personal misconduct but also systemic

failures by organizations that failed to protect vulnerable individuals. These cases may include violations of

Title IX, the New York State Human Rights Law, and other statutes that prohibit discrimination and

harassment based on sex, gender identity, or gender expression. Survivors of Abuse NY investigates

whether proper reporting protocols were followed and whether staff were adequately trained to respond to

incidents involving transgender individuals. When institutions neglect these responsibilities, they may be held

liable for negligence or deliberate indifference.

Recent legislative developments have strengthened protections for transgender individuals in New York. The

Gender Expression Non-Discrimination Act (GENDA) formally added gender identity and expression as

protected categories under state civil rights law. This legislation ensures that survivors who identify as

transgender or gender-nonconforming have the same legal protections as any other survivor of abuse.

Survivors of Abuse NY educates clients and community organizations about how these laws apply in civil

litigation and how survivors can seek accountability through both state and federal avenues.

The firm?s trauma-informed approach prioritizes respect, confidentiality, and autonomy for survivors

throughout the legal process. Attorneys at Survivors of Abuse NY work with mental health professionals,

advocates, and community partners to ensure that representation is sensitive to the emotional and social

factors affecting transgender survivors. This collaborative model allows survivors to engage fully in their

cases while maintaining a sense of agency and safety.

Educational outreach remains an essential component of the organization?s advocacy. Survivors of Abuse

NY conducts seminars and community discussions that address topics such as legal rights, reporting

mechanisms, and the intersection of sexual violence and gender identity. These programs aim to provide

clear, factual information to survivors, service providers, and institutions, helping to reduce barriers and

misconceptions that often prevent transgender individuals from seeking legal assistance.

Civil litigation in this area not only provides a means of compensation for survivors but also promotes

systemic change. Court findings and settlements can lead to improved policies, mandatory training for staff,

and enhanced reporting procedures across institutions. Through its work, Survivors of Abuse NY seeks to

advance fairness and equity while reinforcing the principle that every survivor deserves protection under the



law, free from discrimination or bias.

Attorney Thomas Giuffra, Esq., has extensive experience representing survivors in complex institutional

misconduct cases. His work has focused on ensuring that survivors of all backgrounds, including those from

marginalized communities, receive equal treatment in the civil justice system. Under his leadership, Survivors

of Abuse NY continues to promote education, advocacy, and reform in matters involving sexual abuse and

professional accountability.

Survivors of Abuse NY remains dedicated to supporting transgender survivors of sexual abuse and to

advancing equal access to justice for all. Through ongoing education, community outreach, and litigation, the

organization continues to strengthen legal protections and foster safer environments across New York?s

institutions.

For more information, visit the Survivors of Abuse NY website. To learn more about legal representation for

transgender sexual abuse survivors, contact Survivors of Abuse NY directly.
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