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Survivors of Abuse NY announced ongoing efforts to represent survivors of hazing and sexual abuse

throughout New York, focusing on cases that occur in schools, universities, and athletic organizations. Based

in New York City, the firm handles civil claims involving misconduct in institutional and group settings, where

organizational culture and inadequate supervision may contribute to harm. The announcement reflects the

firm?s mission to promote accountability, transparency, and education regarding the rights of survivors under

state and federal law.

?Hazing and sexual abuse often occur in environments where authority, peer pressure, and institutional

inaction intersect,? said Thomas Giuffra, Esq., attorney at Survivors of Abuse NY. ?Our goal is to ensure that

survivors understand their legal rights and that organizations are held accountable when they fail to enforce

proper standards of safety and conduct.?

Hazing and sexual abuse cases often involve incidents within educational, athletic, or fraternal organizations,



where group dynamics and cultural pressures can foster an environment of silence. These cases may include

acts of coercion, assault, or humiliation that violate state law and institutional codes of conduct. Survivors of

Abuse NY represents individuals in civil actions against both perpetrators and institutions that allowed the

misconduct to occur or failed to prevent it. Civil litigation in these cases examines whether administrators or

leaders took reasonable steps to protect participants and whether reporting and disciplinary procedures were

properly followed.

Institutions in New York, including universities and secondary schools, have legal and ethical duties to

maintain environments free from harassment and abuse. When schools, athletic programs, or student

organizations fail to respond appropriately to allegations of hazing or sexual assault, they may be held liable

for negligence or deliberate indifference. Courts review whether institutions implemented adequate policies,

conducted background checks for supervising adults, and enforced anti-hazing laws such as those

established under New York State Education Law §6438. These legal standards exist to protect students and

to ensure that organizations prioritize safety over tradition or peer loyalty.

Hazing-related sexual abuse cases often involve complex layers of authority and power dynamics,

particularly when participants are minors or students under institutional supervision. Survivors of Abuse NY

conducts detailed investigations into these matters, gathering evidence such as witness statements, internal

communications, and institutional records. The firm also evaluates compliance with federal laws, including

Title IX, which prohibits sex discrimination and harassment in federally funded educational programs. By

combining federal and state legal remedies, the organization seeks to ensure comprehensive accountability

in both educational and extracurricular contexts.

Survivors of Abuse NY emphasizes trauma-informed advocacy to support survivors throughout the legal

process. Attorneys work collaboratively with mental health professionals, investigators, and compliance

experts to ensure that survivors? experiences are treated with sensitivity and respect. The firm maintains

transparent communication and ensures that clients retain control over key decisions regarding their cases.

This approach reflects the organization?s commitment to balancing rigorous legal representation with

compassion and understanding of the long-term effects of trauma.

Legislative changes in New York have expanded survivors? rights in civil actions involving hazing and sexual

abuse. The Child Victims Act (CVA) and the Adult Survivors Act (ASA) have extended filing deadlines for civil

claims and created special windows for cases previously time-barred. These laws allow survivors who were

harmed in institutional settings, including hazing incidents involving sexual misconduct, to pursue justice

regardless of when the events occurred. Survivors of Abuse NY provides educational materials explaining

how these statutes apply and what procedural options are available under current law.

The organization also engages in community outreach and education to prevent hazing and abuse in



academic and athletic settings. Through informational programs and public discussions, Survivors of Abuse

NY collaborates with schools, advocacy groups, and local organizations to promote awareness of survivors?

rights and to encourage reporting. These efforts emphasize the importance of proactive prevention

measures, institutional accountability, and survivor empowerment.

Attorney Thomas Giuffra, Esq., has extensive experience handling civil cases involving institutional

misconduct, including those related to hazing and sexual abuse. His work with survivors has contributed to

greater public understanding of how legal action can drive policy reform within schools and athletic programs.

Under his leadership, Survivors of Abuse NY continues to combine education, litigation, and advocacy to

promote fairness and improve institutional response mechanisms.

Survivors of Abuse NY remains dedicated to representing survivors of hazing-related sexual abuse and to

ensuring that organizations meet their legal and ethical obligations. Through a combination of public

education, trauma-informed advocacy, and civil litigation, the firm works to build safer environments for

students and participants across New York.

For more information, visit the Survivors of Abuse NY website. To learn more about legal representation for

survivors of hazing and sexual abuse, contact Survivors of Abuse NY directly.
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